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OPINION

L unacy is in the mind 
of the beholder. Pe-
ter. Really, you’re 

proud to announce to the 
world that you were once 
budget directory of NYS. 
How many billions in debt 
is NYS and how long has 
NYS had a debt problem?

As a liberal you more 
than likely think that there 
is no problem with debt. 
So Peter, how much more 
is NYS in debt now that 
you’re out?

You say the House of 
Representatives, con-
trolled by Republicans 
and Conservatives, and 
are blocking all “forward” 
movement by the feder-
al government. Really? 
The Democrats had con-
trol for two years under 
the Obama administration 
and all we got was more 
and more debt.

Obamacare is a nation 
killer. Big taxes will hit in 
2014. The cost will be un-
sustainable. If it weren’t 
for the 2010 elections and 
the Republicans stop-
ping the bleeding, our debt 
would be $20 trillion.

When you take (tax) 
money from businesses, 
you take away their abil-
ity to hire or expand. The 
private sector creates jobs, 
not some bureaucrat in 
Washington.

Small government works 
more effi  ciently — a prov-
en fact. Another fact: 
when government is bloat-
ed, individual rights are in 
serious jeopardy. I mean 
they’re fl at-out lost, trad-
ing security for freedoms.

Many scientists are on 
the government dole. They 
receive money for “re-
search.” These scientists 
will tell us there is a prob-
lem with global warming. 
But on the other hand, sci-
entists not receiving mil-
lions from government 
will tell us the temperature 
on earth hasn’t changed 

one degree either way for 
the past 17 years. Which is 
more believable?

Governments around 
the world would love to 
create a global tax on 
countries so as to get one 
step closer to a one-world 
government. You mention 
this in your statement “be-
ing supported by a new 
global system in whose 
formulation the U.S. may 
not play a large role.” I 
pray we don’t join the 
global system. Just look at 
the Euro since that deba-
cle of countries decided to 
join together.

Now, you say the House 
is gumming up the works 
pretty bad. Really? They 
are working hard to try to 
control this $17 trillion we 
owe. Yes they shoot down 
the Senate Democrats ev-
ery time they try to pass a 
multibillion dollar bill that 
isn’t paid for. The House 
has great ideas on reduc-
ing debt. It’s not blaming 
who got us here, it’s the 
way we get out of it!

So please, House of Rep-
resentatives, keep gum-
ming up the works.

The lamestream me-
dia has been in Obama’s 
pocket since his fi rst 
inauguration.

Newspapers slam Paul 
Ryan, Rand Paul and Ted 
Cruz for their great ideas. 
All the while Harry Reid 
and company didn’t pro-
duce a budget for four 
years.

Obama has yet to pro-
duce a budget, which by 
law, was due a month ago.
But, alas, his Final Four 
picks were in early.

Excuse me, but who is 
the REAL lunatic?

Ralph Snyder is a Lind-
ley resident. He is respond-
ing to a column, written 
by Newsday writer Peter 
Goldmark, that ran earlier 
on this page.
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Who are you 
calling crazy?

R eactions to a state 
fi scal plan that 
now comes in at 

roughly $141 billion (a fi g-
ure that includes a little 
over $5 billion of federal 
aid for Hurricane Sandy 
recovery) go in a thousand 
diff erent directions.

Some might say a billion 
diff erent directions.

The overriding point is 
that from agriculture to ze-
bra mussels, this state’s an-
nual budget covers a lot of 
ground. There is — or isn’t, 
depending on your point 
of view — something there 
for everyone and every-
thing under the sun.

But I think the very 
number itself, $141 bil-
lion, draws the most imme-
diate, gut-level response: 
New York State deals in 
big money. That’s why it’s 
so important that for three 
years in a row now we’ve 
put the brakes on state 
spending growth, held it to 
under two percent and ad-
opted the budget on time.

So ongoing spend-
ing restraint has to regis-
ter as one highlight of the 
new budget plan. In sim-
ple terms, there’s just no 
way to sustain unbridled 
spending growth without 
generating suffi  cient reve-
nues (in other words, with-
out taxing — and we all 
know that New York State 
sure did and continues to 
do that, too).

Take the latest annual re-
port from the Tax Founda-
tion. For the second year 

in a row, New York ranks 
as the state with the worst 
business climate in the na-
tion (defi ned as “a mea-
sure how each state’s tax 
laws aff ect economic per-
formance”). The new re-
port also puts New York at 
or near the top of the rank-
ings in numerous tax cate-
gories including: state and 
local taxes per person (1st), 
state income tax collections 
per person (1st), gasoline 
taxes (1), and state and lo-
cal property taxes per per-
son (5th). You can fi nd the 
full report at http://tax-
foundation.org.

So I’ll stress here that 
one other immediate, 
strong reaction to the new 
state budget has to be that 
it fi nally includes a few fu-
ture tax breaks for a vari-
ety of New Yorkers – small 
businesses and farmers, 
manufacturers and mid-
dle-class families, veterans, 
volunteer fi re departments, 
and others.

Relief from taxes has 
been notoriously hard to 
come by in New York State. 
So while this budget keeps 
a 2-percent cap on state 
spending, it also includes 
a few future tax breaks. 

That’s critical.
In addition to the forth-

coming tax breaks, there 
are other foundations in 
this budget that we can 
build on.

We’re establishing a se-
ries of business incubators 
statewide, in place where 
they can be anchored by 
colleges and universities, to 
encourage high-tech start-
ups and better secure our 
competitive position with-
in the research and devel-
opment, technology-based 
economy of the future.

In keeping with the un-
derlying goals of the Sen-
ate’s recently released

“Grown in New York” 
plan to strengthen New 
York State agriculture, 
this budget includes farm-
based tax relief, market-
ing initiatives, research and 
development to promote 
diversity, and provisions to 
encourage the purchase of 
products grown, produced 
or harvested in New York.

And recognizing the rap-
idly changing nature of the 
modern economy – where 
jobs and careers seem to 
come and go in a heartbeat 
(or at the click of a mouse) 
— this budget also includes 
a job training initiative 
based on the “ready-work-
force” model used success-
fully in other states to help 
attract and retain a steady 
workforce by providing 
comprehensive, targeted 
job training and retrain-
ing specifi cally tailored to 
the needs of industries and 

other employers.
Not nearly enough will 

be accomplished by this 
new fi scal plan.

Clearly there are oth-
er actions being taken that 
will more than likely off set 
the fullest benefi ts of any 
new tax relief. Everyone’s 
far from satisfi ed, includ-
ing me, but that’s for an-
other time.

As I said, every state 
budget draws a thousand 
diff erent reactions.

Good and bad. Hopeful 
and pessimistic. Informed 
and uninformed.

It’s inevitably a mixed 
bag, at best.

Yet I’ll stress this again: 
those of us committed to a 
belief in targeted, job-cre-
ating tax cuts and other 
initiatives, especially in a 
place like New York that’s 
been known as a high-tax 
state for far too long, are 
fully on board with a few 
moves in the right direc-
tion in this budget.

Equally important, in my 
view, it opens the door to a 
future focus on tax cutting. 
Imagine that. That’s real 
change.

Now we have to keep 
fi nding ways to keep 
pushing through that 
door.

State Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-
Big Flats, represents New 
York’s 58th Senate Dis-
trict, which includes Steu-
ben, Chemung, Schuyler 
and Yates counties, and 
part of Tompkins County.
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No shortage of budget reactions

GRANLUND’S VIEW

C ongress passed the 
Computer Fraud 
and Abuse Act in 

the early days of the Inter-
net to crack down on ma-
licious hackers, but federal 
prosecutors have stretched 
the law since then to ap-
ply to computer users who 
merely violated a website’s 
terms of service. Now, the 
House Judiciary Commit-
tee is circulating a pro-
posed update of the act 
that, instead of fi xing its 
fl aws, would enable pros-
ecutors to threaten alleged 
violators with dramatical-
ly bigger penalties. That’s 
a dangerous step that law-
makers shouldn’t even 
consider in light of the 
well-documented misuses 
of the law.

The 1986 act makes it 
a crime to gain access to 
information on a com-
puter in an unauthor-
ized way - for example, by 

hacking through the pass-
words protecting a shop-
ping website’s server and 
copying the credit card 
numbers stored there. 
That prohibition applies 
to both people who aren’t 
authorized to use the com-
puter and to people who 
exceed the authority they 
were granted.

The problem is that the 
act doesn’t clearly defi ne 
what it means by exceed-
ing one’s authorization. As 
a result, some prosecutors 
have argued - and some 
judges have agreed - that 
simply violating a site’s 
terms of service is equiva-
lent to gaining unauthor-
ized access. The draft cir-
culated by the Judiciary 
Committee’s staff  main-
tains the sorry status quo, 
affi  rming that those who 
violate terms of service to 
obtain information from 
a government website or 

“sensitive or nonpublic in-
formation” from any other 
site could be prosecuted. 
As cyber-law expert Orin 
Kerr observed, “the lan-
guage would make it a fel-
ony to lie about your age 
on an online dating profi le 
if you intended to contact 
someone online and ask 
them personal questions.”

A much better idea is 
the proposal by Rep. Zoe 
Lofgren, D-Calif., to nar-
row the law so that mere-
ly violating a site’s terms 
of service to obtain infor-
mation would not be a 
crime. Lofgren’s propos-
al is backed by numerous 
online groups and civil 
libertarians. The commit-
tee’s draft, however, re-
fl ects the Justice Depart-
ment’s desire for an even 
bigger hammer to use 
against online off enders. 
Among other things, it 
would enable prosecutors 

to bring federal racketeer-
ing charges against people 
accused of two or more vi-
olations of the 1986 law.

It’s easy to understand 
lawmakers’ interest in 
more powerful tools to 
combat cyber criminals, 
who pose an ever-growing 
threat. But Congress’ fi rst 
step should be to narrow 
the law to protect people 
against overzealous pros-
ecutors. When people are 
being threatened with 35 
years in prison for down-
loading too many articles 
from an academic data-
base, or sentenced to 41 
years for exposing a se-
curity fl aw that revealed 
nothing but email ad-
dresses, there’s something 
seriously wrong with the 
law. Congress shouldn’t 
expand the Computer 
Fraud and Abuse Act in 
any way until it fi xes that 
problem.
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Reconsider update of computer fraud act
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If you won $338.3 million playing Powerball, how would you 
spend your money after the bills were paid?
■ Donate some or all of it to charity 27%
■ Quit my job and travel the world 21%
■ Cross everything off  my bucket list; make a new list 18%
■ Buy my dream home 16%
■ Buy my dream car or Harley 2%
■ Save it for a rainy day 8%
■ Blow it all on a trip to Vegas 4%

Total votes: 429

New question: Should Councilman Frank Coccho be cen-
sured for his actions and comments at a recent meeting?

Weigh in at www.the-leader.com

ONLY ONLINE: YOU WEIGH IN

Frank Coccho
On The Leader’s Facebook page, people weighed in on our 
question: Should Councilman Frank Coccho be censored for 
his actions and comments at a recent meeting?

■ What isn’t he whining about – Dave Dann

■ No, people should be able to speak their mind. – Jeff rey 
Jones

We also received responses to a week-long crackdown on 
those who don’t pull over for stopped emergency vehicles.

■ i agree 100% .... police offi  cers and fi re fi ghters and para-
medics risk thier life daily on the side of the roads and there 
are too many ignorant ppl that dont care or pay attention. – 
Brandon Baker CutzofAnigma
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