
C
i,aini’o;nnn

lC
nseger,

C
lialnuosizan

HOC THERI VERWAY

W
einstein,

iziensiw
n

of
the

IV
nqs

an
ti

M
eans

an
d

U
bsairce

C
rnnuzittees;

o
th

er
zzzezzzbers

o
f

the
S

enate
anti

A
ssen

th
Ii:

T
hank

iou
Ibr

the

opportuuuihj
to

address
tins

panel
viz

behalfofflue

residents
of 11w

elf
tof Roe)zester.

R
ochester

co
n
tin

u
es

to
succeed.

O
ur

econom
y

is
grow

ing
w

ith
new

jobs
and

low
unem

ploym
ent. O

ur
streets

am
safer

w
ith

aim
s

at
historic

low
s.

A
nd,

o
u
r

fam
ilies

are
stro

n
g
erd

u
e

to
the

availability
o

f

m
om

affordable
housing,

pm
-k

education
and

job
training.

O
u

r
city

is
hom

e
to

one
of

the
hottest

real
estate

m
ark

ets
in

the
nation.

A
nd,

R
ochester

w
as

recently
nam

ed
the

lop
oily

in
the

nation
for

potential
future

high-tech
job

grow
th.

In
p
artn

ersh
ip

w
ith

G
o
v
ern

o
r

C
uom

o,
w

e
have

com
pleted

or
w

ilt
have

under
construction

eight
“R

oe
the

R
ivenvay’

pm
jecls

this
year,

including
renovations

to
our

B
lue

C
ross

A
rena,and

the
creation

of
a

new
E

rie
H

arbor
Prom

enade
and

R
oe

C
ity

Skate
Park.

A
nd,w

ith
y
o
u
r

an
d

G
o
v
ern

o
r

C
uom

o’s
su

p
p

o
rt

w
e

are
looking

forw
ard

to
building

upon
our

success
w

ith
the

second
phase

of
“R

oc
the

R
ivenvayl

R
ochester

is
p
ro

sp
erin

g
an

d
our

grow
th

is
real.

H
ow

ever,w
e

cannotsucceed
alone. W

e
need

a
partner

in
you,

our
state

govem
m

ont,
to

address
the

challenges
w

e
face

in
m

eeting
these

goals.

4
w

&
)

U
M

ayor l.ove1yk
T

hrm
,

C
ity

ofR
o
c
in

t
N

Y



)ur
city

faces
a

$30.5
m

illion
all-funds

gap
that

threatens
ur

continued
success

and,
ultIm

ately,
the

w
ell-being

of
ur

fam
iL

ies.
‘his

all-funds
gap

is
nearly

$5
m

illion
greater

than
in

2015.Sadly,
this

acrease
w

ould
have

been
m

ore
than

m
itigated

by
the

p
m

g
ressiv

eso
lu

ions
I shared

w
ith

this
honorable

body
last

year.
B

ut,
these

solutions

‘ave
not

been
addressed.

share
these

sam
e

proposals
w

ill, you
today

in
the

hopes
that

you
w

ill

.gree
that

itis
tim

e
for

bold
action, especially

since
it

w
ould

not cost
the

tale
a

dim
e.

‘m
ask

in
g

that
you

m
o
d
ern

ize
th

e
p
o
lid

es
reg

ard
in

g
th

e
G

ross

ieceip
ts

T
ax,

or
G

IlT
,

on
E

nergy
S

ervice
C

o
m

p
an

ies
an

d
m

o
,ile

p
h
o
n
es.

Ve
m

ust
pass

legislation
that

m
akes

it
crystal

clear
that

all
E

SC
O

s
have

o
pay

tlse
G

R
E.

W
e

cannot allow
som

e
com

panies
to

continue
to

ignore

he
law

at
the

expense
of

our
cities.

This
m

ost
also

include
m

obile
phone

services
like

it
does

in
N

ess’
Y

ork

C
ity

- and
not

only
landlines

-
a

technology
that

has
largely

faded
into

history.
U

pstate
cilies

deserve
to

be
treated

fairly
w

hen
itcom

es
to

this

issue.

I’m
also

asking
the

state
to

recognize
that

a
one-size-fits-all

approach

doesn’t
w

ork
w

hen
it com

es
to

the
roll

out
of

new
technology.

T
he

proposed
legislation

regarding
sm

all
w

ireless
faciliiies

deploym
ent

is
a

solution
in

search
of

a
problem

.

R
ochester

is
already

seeing
the

installation
of

these
facilities

under
our

current
telecom

m
unications

code.

5i,’ve
instituted

regulations
protecting

our
infrastructure

and
our

ab
il

ity
to

m
anage

righl-of-svays
w

ithout
depriving

our
residents

of
actess

lo
enhanced

m
obile

netw
orks.

E
n

s
is

happening
organically

and
the

state
should

not
get

in
the

m
iddle

of
that

grow
th.

W
e

also
need

you
to

h
elp

us
protect

our
in

frastru
ctu

re
from

th
e

severe
w

eath
er

w
e

are
ex

p
erien

cin
g

d
u
e

to
clim

ate
change.

B
ecause

clim
ate

change
is

affecting
our

cities
at

rapid
rates.

E
xtrem

e
W

inter
R

ecovery
(E

W
R

)
funding

is
critical

to
cities

such
as

R
ochester.

W
e

currently
hold

the
title

this
year

for
the

Snow
iest

C
ity

in

A
m

erica.T
he

$500,000
of

EW
R

funding
is

im
portant

to
keep

our
roads

and
bridges

in
the

best
possible

condition.

W
hile

our
infrastructure

is
im

portant,
no

resource
is

m
ore

critical
to

R
ochester

than
our

people.
U

nfortunately,
far

too
m

any
ef

our
residents

have
suffered

under
the

crim
inalization

of
m

arijuana.

It
is

tim
e

that
N

ew
Y

ork
jo

in
s

our
sister

states
in

m
ak

in
g

h
isto

ry

by
en

d
in

g
the

d
isp

ro
p

o
rtio

n
ate

p
ro

secu
tio

n
an

d
im

p
riso

n
m

en
t

of
our

citizen
s

by
fm

ally
leg

alizin
g

m
ariju

an
a.

In
doing

so, N
esv

Y
ork

should
rectify

the
dam

age
caused

to
cities

by
this

prohibition.

are
asking

you
to

support
Speaker

H
eastie

and
L

eader
S

tew
art-

C
ousins

in
adopting

an
approach

that
benefits

those
w

ho
suffered

m
ost

under
crim

iaalizatien.

A
nd

those
com

m
unities

are
cities.

N
ot

just
N

ew
Y

ork

%
C

ity,but
R

ochester.
B

uffalo, Syracuse,
A

lbany
and

4
Y

onkers-
W

e
should

not
be

excluded
from

any
rev-

-
enue

that
m

arijuana
sales

provide
to

the
state.

T
hose

dollars
should

be
reinvested

in
our

cities
m

ost
im

pacted
to

help
us

lift
our

residents
out

of
poverty.

W
e

recom
m

end
that

m
arijuana

sales
be

connected
to

the

retail
sales

tax,
svhich

w
ould

generate
an

estim
ated

$1.2
to

$2.4
m

illion
annually

for
the

C
ity

of
R

ochester.

A
nd,

if
w

e
are

g
o
in

g
to

ad
d

ress
in

eq
u
ality

an
d

en
su

re

th
at

R
o
ch

ester
can

co
n

tin
u

e
to

lift
fam

ilies
o
u
t

of
p
o
v
erty

,
w

e

m
u
st

ad
d
ress

th
e

fu
n

d
am

en
tal

u
n

fairn
ess

of
A

IM
fu

n
d

in
g

.

E
ducation

F
unding

for
R

o
ch

ester:
FY

20
(m

Illions)

-j
M

O
E

_
_
_

$119.1

- __

$
8
8
2

-

W
e

are
required

to
pay

5119.1
m

illion
in

m
aintenance

of
effort

funding
tu

the
R

ochester
C

ity
School

D
istrict-

Y
et,

‘ye
onty

receive
588.2

m
iltion

in

A
IM

aid
from

the
state

each
year

—
A

nearly
$31

m
illion

gap.

A
change

in
this

form
ula

w
ould

address
three

quarters
ef

our
C

its-’s
all-

funds
gap

and
provide

property
tax

stability
for

our
fam

ilies,
m

any
of

w
hom

are
struggling

to
m

ake
ends

m
eet.

A
nd,

the
struggle

of
R

ochester’s
fam

ilies
and

our
children

is
not

only

financial.

A
s

w
ith

the
rest

of
m

y
testim

o
n
y
,

I’ve
com

e
here

rep
eated

ly

ask
in

g
th

e
S

tate
L

eg
islatu

re
to

enact
ch

an
g
es

Ihat
w

o
u
ld

allow

R
ochester

to
be

on
th

e
sam

e
p
lay

in
g

field
as

o
u
r

fello
w

cities.

Sadly,
m

y
cries

have
been

ignored,just
as

m
y

civ
to

you
to

help
the

R
ochester

C
ity

School
D

istrict
ivent

ignored.

It is
im

perative
that

you
understand

that
you

have
an

obligation
to

help

us
help

the
children

of our
city. ib

is
m

atter
cannot contioue

to
be

ignored.

C
u

rren
tl

in
this

year’s
2019-2020

budget,
our

school
district

has
a

$35

m
illion

budget
gap

and
in

the
2018-2019

budget,
they

overspent
by

$27

m
illion,

w
ipiog

out
their

fund
balance.

T
he

school
year

is
alm

ost
over

and
w

e
still

have
no

indication
of

how

this
year’s

budget
svill

be
balanced.

T
his

is
in

clear
violation

of
Section

2576
of

the
state

education
lass’.O

n
D

ecem
ber

9,2019,
the

State
E

ducation

D
epartm

ent
instructed

the
B

oard
to

balance
its

‘19
—

‘20
B

udget
and,

as
of

today,
the

B
oard

has
failed

to
do

so.

Today,
ear

district
is

spending
m

oney
that

itdoes
not

have.
A

nd
be-

cause
ot

the
antiquated

system
that

the
big

five
districts

operate
under,

the
C

ity
of

R
ochester

is
held

respoosible
for

the
clear

and
constant

m
is

m
anagem

ent
of

city
school

district
funds.

It is
not

fair
to

the
residents

of
our

city, our
C

ity
C

ouncil,
nor

tom
e

—

w
ho

have
w

orked
hard

to
m

aintain
and

build
our

bond
rating—

to
be

dow
ngraded

or
tare

negative
credit

w
atch

because
of

the
R

ochester
C

ity

School
D

istrict.

C
learly

understand
that

the
actions

of
the

R
S

D
leadership

—
or

lack

thereof
—

severely
threaten

the
financial

viability
of

both
the

City’
and

R
ochester

C
ity

School
D

istrict.

If
this

is
not

addressed—
in

the
end

—
it is

our
taxpayers

w
ho

w
ill

bear

the
brunt

of
your

lailure
to

act.

B
ut,

m
ow

im
portant

than
the

financial
harm

caused
by

the
R

S
D

,
is

the

dam
age

being
done

to
the

generation
of

children
currently

enrolled
in

their
schools.

lu
cy

deserve
a

fighting
chance

at
life,

I
im

p
lo

re
you

to
su

p
p

o
rt

the
first

step
to

w
ard

a
g
o
v
ern

an
ce

ch
an

g
e

p
ro

p
o
sed

by
the

G
o

v
ern

o
r

in
h
is

E
xecutive

B
udget

by

in
stallin

g
a

fin
an

cial
an

d
academ

ic
m

o
n
ito

r
th

at
has

veto
pow

er.

W
e’ve

already
had

a
D

istinguished
E

ducator,
w

ho
stated

that
the

p
ro

1cm
is

not
one

of
m

oney,
but

one
of

m
anagem

ent.

Ido
realize

that
,ve

are
at

a
critical

point
that

requires
a

short
term

in
fu

sion
of

funding.
H

ow
ever,ttiat

funding
can’t

be
given

w
ithout

a
clear

directive
on

governance
change.

T
hank

you
for

taking
the

tim
e

to
altosv

m
e

to
share

the
challenges

facing
R

ochester,
and

I ask
you

to
co

n
tinue

to
support

our
city

and
its

bright
future

by
acting

on
the

requests
I have

shared
here

today.

T
hank

you,
and

I am
happy

to
take

any
questions.

city
at

R
oshcsW

r,
N

.Y
.

jzd,
it

is
in

th
atsp

irit
of parhw

rship,
th

atI
c
o

m
e

before
you

today
to

share
how

you
c
a
ll,

and
I

dare
say,

-
-

m
ust

-
-

act
to

address
the

issues facing
R

ochester.

Sim
ply

put,
the

current
A

IM
form

ula
m

akes
R

ochesterians
secend.ctass

citizens
in

N
ew

Y
ork

State.

R
ochester

per
capita

only
receives

85
percent

of
the

A
IM

aid
received

by
Syracuse

and
68

percent
of

the
A

IM
aid

received
by

B
ulfalo.

A
dding

insult
to

injury,
R

ochester
is

forced
to

pay
m

ore
in

m
aintenance

of
effort

lunding
for

our
failing

school
district

than
‘ye

receive
in

A
IM

aid.

T
here

is
sim

ply
no

alternative
that

,vill
restore

credible
leadership

to
the

D
istrict

and
ensure

that
R

ochester’s
children

receive
the

education
they

desen’e,


