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This comprehensive, community-focused plan addresses the shortage of high-quality,

affordable housing in Buffalo. By increasing the number and improving the condition of

affordable housing units in the city, the plan will address the various barriers to keeping

people housed in Buffalo.
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In an effort to make affordable housing more readily available, as well as support

homeowners and renters across Buffalo, Senator Ryan has proposed (and ultimately created)

several programs that combine to address many of the underlying problems that have led to

a lack of access to affordable housing in Buffalo and similar cities throughout New York.

Established Programs 

The following programs proposed by Senator Ryan have already been established in New York State.

Creating Infill Housing

The Block by Block infill housing program supports small, concentrated, new construction

infill projects of one and two-family homes on vacant lots in Buffalo, Albany, Syracuse,

Rochester, and Binghamton. The funding covers construction costs and subsidizes the sale of

the new homes to low-to-moderate income New Yorkers to increase homeownership

opportunities while revitalizing underutilized blocks. The Block by Block program was

established as a pilot program with $40 million of funding in the FY 2024-2025 state budget.

Senator Ryan has requested $100 million in the FY 2025-2026 budget to expand the program.

Improving Vacant Rental Units

The Vacant Rental Program offers small, local, and responsible landlords grants of $50,000 or

$75,000 to renovate vacant units in exchange for a 10-year commitment to rent the units at

affordable rates corresponding to each grant amount. The Vacant Rental Program was

established as a pilot program with $40 million of funding in the FY 2024-2025 state budget.

Senator Ryan has requested $100 million in the FY 2025-2026 budget to expand the program.

Preventing Evictions

Through the New York State Shelter Arrears Eviction Forestallment (SAEF) program a total
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of $10 million is being distributed to New York’s 57 counties outside of New York City and

Long Island, with each county’s allocation determined by its 2023 eviction rates. The program

was designed to reach families in need of temporary rental assistance who are left behind by

New York’s existing Emergency Assistance to Families (EAF) and Emergency Safety Net

Assistance (ESNA) programs. It was conceived based on the knowledge that it is easier, safer,

cheaper, and more compassionate to keep someone housed than to try to find them

alternate housing once they’ve lost their own. SAEF was established with $10 million of

funding in the FY 2024-2025 state budget. Senator Ryan has requested $20 million in the FY

2025-2026 budget to expand the program.

Proposed Programs 

Senator Ryan has proposed establishing the following programs in New York State.

Insulating More Homes

Senator Ryan has introduced a bill to task utility companies statewide with enhancing

insulation in thousands of houses across the state. The bill is designed to reduce New York’s

carbon emissions and make energy bills more affordable for low- to moderate-income New

Yorkers. This bill passed the Senate in June 2024 but has yet to pass the Assembly.

Helping Seniors Age in Place

Senator Ryan has requested $100 million in the FY 2025-2026 budget to establish Aging in

Place for Upstate Seniors (A-PLUS), a grant/loan program for low-income, senior

homeowners. A-PLUS was conceived as a companion program to the recently established

Block by Block program that would support legacy homeowners in Buffalo, Albany,

Syracuse, Rochester, and Binghamton. It would create 80%/20% or 90%/10% grant/loan

opportunities of up to $150,000, allowing seniors to make necessary repairs to their

properties, increase the energy efficiency of their homes, and improve their homes’
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accessibility to help them age in place safely and comfortably.

Media Coverage

Click here to read an article written by Debadrita Sur of The Buffalo News.

Click here for a video and web story by Kelly Dudzik of WGRZ in Buffalo.

Click here for a video and web story by Michael Schwartz of WKBW in Buffalo.

https://buffalonews.com/news/local/state-sen-sean-ryan-unveils-four-part-plan-to-address-buffalos-housing-crisis/article_d131f4d6-b9e6-11ee-be24-6b9b88b827f9.html
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/politics/nys-affordable-housing-plan/71-59c62201-dc39-4784-b82b-13f279c022f1
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Click here to listen to Senator Ryan's interview with Joe Beamer of Hardline on WBEN in

Buffalo.

Click here for a full transcript and a link to an audio recording of Senator Ryan's interview

with David Lombardo of The Capitol Pressroom.
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Click here to read an article written by Max Faery of WBEN.

Click here to read an article by Spectrum News.

Click here to watch Senator Ryan's interview with Dave Greber and Jordan Norkus of WIVB.

Click here to read commentary submitted to the Albany Times Union by housing expert

Alan Mallach.
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Click here for a full transcript and a link to a video recording of Senator Ryan's interview

with Susan Arbetter of Capital Tonight.

Click here to read an article about the rental improvement program written by Holly

Kirkpatrick of WBFO.

https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/housing-initiatives-big-impact-upstate-cities-19436716.php
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/in-the-news/2024/sean-m-ryan/new-york-state-sen-sean-ryan-discusses-housing-plan-upstate
https://www.wbfo.org/from-wbfo-and-our-partners/2024-10-01/more-rental-properties-are-needed-in-buffalo-a-pilot-program-aims-to-help
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Feedback

Senator Ryan solicited input and advice from national experts, local community leaders, and

a wide range of stakeholders while devising this vision for improving access to safe and

affordable housing in Buffalo and across New York.

As he continues to work to make this vision a reality, gathering feedback from the

community is critical to ensuring that the interests of all New Yorkers affected by the plan

are taken into account.

Click here to provide your feedback

RELATED LEGISLATION

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S8575/amendment/A
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Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Enacts the "home utility weatherization jobs act"

February 15, 2024

In Assembly Committee  

Sponsored by Sean M. Ryan

Do you support this bill?
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