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Senator David Carlucci (D-Rockland/Orange) has been named a member of the New York

Farm Bureau’s Circle of Friends 2011 Legislative Session.

“Preserving, promoting and protecting our family farms has been a priority of mine during

my first year as State Senator.  I am honored to receive this award from the New York Farm

Bureau and thank them for their support,”  Senator Carlucci said.  “I look forward to

continuing to partner with them to ensure the viability of New York’s farms.”



The New York Farm Bureau Circle of Friends legislative award is based on the voting record

on issues of importance to New York agriculture, as well as other evidence of legislative

support during the 2011 session.  Membership is reserved for only those who actively support

the farm families of new York State and is renewed at the end of each legislative session.

Senator Carlucci supports “Preserve, Produce & Grow” a package of legislation that will help

farms across this state face these challenges head-on, strengthen the industry, and improve

New York's economy.

Preserve

To stem the loss of farmland and the closure of family farms in New York, Senator Carlucci

proposes:

Preventing utility companies from charging fees and penalties to farmers who install

small-scale, on-site power generators on their property (S.652). Currently, farmers who

seek to install devices on their land, such as small wind turbines, or bio gas generators,

that would offset rising energy costs are often subjected to penalties or extra charges

from their existing energy provider.

Opening up new financing options for farmers, by creating a tax incentive to entice

domestic life insurance companies to invest in agriculture (S.4296). These companies,

which invest life insurance premiums as part of their business model, would help fill the

void of commercial banks that by and large have stopped lending to continue farm

operations. In exchange for the incentive, a conservation easement will be placed on the

land that ensures its continued use for agriculture.

Directing the Department of Agriculture and Markets to create an overall blueprint for

sustaining agriculture in New York (S.5377).



Promote

Increasing awareness of New York products would help open up new markets across the

state and compete with out-of-state produce. Senator Carlucci proposes:

Creating a tax incentive for restaurants who purchase produce from a farm participating

in the Pride of New York program (S.4889). The credit would be for $100 for every $1,000 of

produce purchased. This measure would not only result in more New York State produce

being sold, but will also further promote the Pride in New York program.

Farms have been finding new ways in which to attract consumers to their farms,

including Corn Mazes.  This activity work hand in hand with other farm operations, such

as pick your own apples, in order to increase the farm’s economic business.  The bill (S769)

will allow for those portions of land used in support of a farm operation but which

contain a corn maze or hay bale maze produced from crops grown on the farm are, in fact,

eligible for the agricultural assessment.  The assessment program is crucial to supporting

NY agriculture.  Including land used for agriculture amusements in this program will only

increase support for NY farms.

Grow

To help strengthen agriculture in New York, Senator Carlucci is proposing legislation that

would:

Allow the Urban Development Corporation/ Empire State Development Corp. to make

low interest loans, or award grants to help farmers upgrade the transportation of their

products (S.614B). This is a companion bill to legislation that has already passed the Senate

(S.627) that would allow UDC investment in the expansion of regional Farmer's Markets.

These bills not only help farmers, but also increase the availability of fresh produce in

lower income urban areas. A 2008 study by the New York City Department of Planning



showed the number of food and grocery stores declining, leaving many to buy groceries in

chain pharmacies and convenience stores that do not have a wide selective of produce.

Make it easier for small wineries to sell their product to restaurants (S.1909). Currently,

wineries who wish to make such sales are required to register as a wine wholesaler and

comply with record keeping requirements that small wine makers simply do not have the

manpower, nor expertise to handle.

Allow wineries to be able to rent their space to home wine makers (S.4533). Other major

wine producing states, such as California and Washington, already allow this additional

revenue stream.

Create a new farm brewery license (S.5078), which would allow farmers to brew beer on

their property as long as they use a certain percentage of New York State grown products.

The bill would allow commercial sales on farm property and would cap the number of

barrels brewed under this license to 15,000 a year.


