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Celebrate our parks and historic sites -- Saturday, May 5
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GOVERNOR CUOMO INVITESNEW YORKERSTO VOLUNTEER AT STATE PARKSAS
PART OF FIRST "I LOVE MY PARK DAY" THISSATURDAY

Registration Now Open for Volunteer Projects at Over 35 state parks and historic sites on Saturday,
May 5

Governor Cuomo today invited New Y orkers to volunteer at their favorite state park or historic site as part
of theinaugural "I Love My Park Day" that will be held this Saturday, May 5th. Governor Cuomo will
participate in an event this Saturday. Volunteers will participate in clean-up, beautification and
stewardship events at more than 35 state parks and historic sites. To register, visit:
http://www.nysparks.com/

"New York State is home to over 213 magnificent state parks and historic sites. Millions of New Y orkers
visit their parks every year for camping, recreation, relaxation or simply to connect with nature or explore


https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/state-parks
http://www.nysparks.com/

our history,” Governor Cuomo said. "V olunteers are more important than ever to help care for these
specia placesand 'l Love My Park Day' is the perfect opportunity for New Y orkers to enjoy the outdoors
and help clean-up our parks. | encourage New Y orkers to sign up for avolunteer activity at the more than
35 participating state parks and historic sites.”

The New Y ork State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and Parks & Trails New York
areteaming up for "I Love My Park Day", a statewide event to improve and enhance New Y ork’s parks
and historic sites and bring visibility to the entire park system and its needs. Volunteers will celebrate New
York’s park system by cleaning up park lands and beaches, planting trees and gardens, restoring trails and
wildlife habitat, removing invasive species, and working on various site improvement projects.

"I Love My Park Day" comes on the heels of the enactment of the Governor’s New Y ork Works Fund,
which will provide $89 million, leveraging $143 million in total funding, to rehabilitate state parks,
representing the single largest infusion in history of capital dollars for New Y ork's parks. Currently, 83%
of state parks are deteriorating. Projects will be funded in every region of the state and will enhance the
visitor experience and enable state parks to reemerge after years of decline.

"Governor Cuomo is not only committed to keeping all of our parks and sites open for the public to enjoy,
but he has also made an historic investment in the infrastructure of parks and sites throughout the state.
We are hard at work on making these improvements to enhance the experience for al of our visitors, and
we continue to need the support of the public and dedicated partners to make our parks and sites the very
best they can be," State Parks Commissioner Rose Harvey said. "I Love My Park Day' is agreat way for
citizens to make a strong show of support for New Y ork’s wonderful park system. I’m grateful to Parks &
Trails New Y ork for organizing this inspiring initiative, and | encourage New Y orkers who love their
parksto roll up their sleeves and make it a success.”

"Thanks to Governor Cuomo and legislators, state parks and historic sites are getting a welcome and
much-needed infusion of capital funding to address aging infrastructure. All New Y orkers will benefit
from this investment, either directly as visitors or through a boost in tourism. But government funding
alone cannot do the job. Now New Y orkers who use and love their parks have an opportunity to do their
part by pitchinginon'l Love My Park Day'," said Parks & Trails New Y ork Executive Director Robin
Dropkin.
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