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Dear Participant,

Thank you for your wonderful contribution to the Thanksgiving Day Creative Celebration.

We received outstanding poems, essays, and artwork that exemplify the creativity of New

York State’s young people.

The submissions received are remarkable in what they represent – showing gratitude and

respect for family, friends, our troops fighting overseas, and many other important subjects
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and activities. I am humbled and honored to see such inspiring contributions in response to

what is a deceptively difficult question: “What are you thankful for?”

On behalf of the New York State Senate, I would like to offer my wholehearted

congratulations to all of the participants in this year’s Thanksgiving Day Creative

Celebration.

Sincerely,

Senator Kenneth P. LaValle
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http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Things%20I%20am%20Thankful%20For_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Dayna.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Isabella.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful_22.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Things%20I%20am%20Thankful%20for.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20I%20am%20Thankful%20for_10.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20I%20am%20Thankful%20for_11.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Scan%202_1.jpeg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Scan%203_0.jpeg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Scan%204_1.jpeg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/danowski-%20thanksgiving%20journal.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanks_1.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20journal.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20I%27m%20Thankful%20For%20Poem.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Appreciate%20the%20Now.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Things%20to%20be%20Thankful%20For.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/I%27m%20Thankful%20to%20Be%20Alive.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20are%20you%20Thankful%20for_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Not%20Everyone%20Poem%20Thanksgiving%20English.docx


Maximilian Braun

conlin brennan

Claudia Campanella

Maria Campo

Maria Campo

Jordan Ceccarini

Samantha Ceccio

Michael Chmiel

Allison Cipriani

Michael Cirrito

Kathryn Contrelli

Daniel Cronin

James D'Eletto

Kathleen Doherty

Julianna Dolinski

Molly Feinberg

Joseph Filippetti

Issabella Finamore

Issabella Finamore

Issabella Finamore

Robert Godberson

Jeffrey Humphreys

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20poem_1.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay%20contest.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful_17.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Senate%20Competition%2010th%20Honors.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/IMG_6352%5B1%5D.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/English%20contest.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving_44.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Michael%20Chmiel%20Thanksgiving%20Essay%20Contest.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20Poem_2.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thank%20You%20Poem.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving_37.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Poem%20Contest.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20for%20life.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/I%20am%20Thankful_3.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankgving.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20journal.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful_16.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_53.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_54.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_56.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/The%20Time%20I%20had%20With%20Them.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving_45.docx


Emma Jacobsen

Marissa Jakahi

Danielle Jimenez

Alexandra Kastamonitis

Gavin kelly

Hailey Kibbel

Raymond Klotz

Kelsey Lane

Rebecca Lauria

Brianne Ledda

Alexandra Leichter

Raymond Lombardi

Geraldine Luglio

Hannah Maniuszko

Kaitlyn McNulty

Aditya Mehra

Taylor Murray

Kristin Nappi

Justin O'Connor

Danielle Plunkett

Natalie Rash

Sean Reagan

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20are%20you%20Thankful%20for%20poem.%20honors%20english%2010.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20are%20you%20thankful%20for_9.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/The%20Thanks%20We%20Give.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving_46.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful_15.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/A%20Young%20Boy%20Named%20Alex.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/whyimthankful.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/I%20Am%20Thankful%20For_1.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving_47.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgivingjournal%20%281%29.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20poem_3.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful_19.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20For_2.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Hannah%20Maniuszko-%20What%20I%27m%20thankful%20for.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/I%20am%20thankful%20for_17.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20poem_7.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/english%20thanksgiving%20essay.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20thingy.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/what%20im%20thankful%20for_8.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20are%20you%20thankful%20for_10.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Grandpa.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_20.docx


Isabella Rodriguez Cardenas

Ashley Russo

Julia Ruzek

Emily Sammartino

Arthur Sarkissyan

Daniel Sexton

James Sottilo

Cassandra Sperl

Jillian Spreckels

Ryan Sultan

William Sussman

Emily Taylor

Kirsten Taylor

Kirsten Taylor

Sophia Tsenes

Jessica Vasturino

Nicholas Walerstein

Treicy Wan

Miller Place School District

Gavin Bailey

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Time%20to%20Thank.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20im%20thankful%20for%20journal.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Contest_1.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/preview.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20poem_6.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Poem_6.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20i%27m%20thankful%20for_1.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thank%20you%20poem.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Jill.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20I%20am%20thankful%20for_15.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Contest%20Entry.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20poem_5.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Cracked%20and%20Unbroken.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/image_760.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Poem%20OPEN%20NOW.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/I%20am%20Thankful%20For_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/englishthanks.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Treicy%20Wan.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Gavin.pdf


McCormick Brooke

Tanyon Cloke

Angelina Danchalski

Scarlett Denton

Mason Donnelly-Pliakis

Brooke Godberson

Kylie Hoffmann

Kelly Holownia

Christopher Knodel

Krishna Kumar

Maura Luby

Jared Mackin

Lacie Nugent

Michael Schleider

Grace Steele

Renee Stocken

Renee Stocken

Christian Tarsia

Breenaphan Weber

Shanna Wolfe

Brandon Zou

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving12.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Tanyon.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Angel.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Scarlett.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Mason.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving007.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Kylie.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20I%20am%20Thankful%20For_10.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving009.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay%20to%20lavalle.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Maura001.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving011.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving016.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Michael.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving020.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Page0002.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Renee.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving022.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving023.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Shanna.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/BrandonZ.pdf


Nicholas Follo

Nicholas Follo

North Country Road Middle School

Kiera Agic

liam anderson

Julina Bellezza

Shane Beseler

Annie Boisseau

Andrew Bova

Kyla Bruno

Isabella Buonovolonta

Tiffany Cantela

vincent cavalcante

Elizabeth Cerato

Jillian Chamberlin

tony chang

Rivers Cunningham

Leif Dalberg

michael davis

Thomas DeGiorgio-Liguori

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Zip%20lining%20personal%20narrative.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay%20By.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay_15.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_50.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_31.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Annie%20Boisseau%20%20%20%20%20thankful%20essay.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20Essay_17.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_28.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay%202014.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_32.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanks%20giving%20essay.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay%202.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay%202014.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20essay..docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_27.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_29.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_46.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving_47.docx


jonathan flannery

Alexis Franzoni

kristin french

Paulina Gasparis

Lauren Grady

Angelina Harris

Angelina Harris

Angelina Harris

Angelina Harris

Marianna Kalin

Matthew Kearns

Ian kibbel

Amelia Lamberson

jadalyn leach

Natalie Lehmann

Gabriel Liquori

kevin mai

Jose Mancero

Dawn manoussos

Hope Mari

Antonio Mascarella

Brodie McGuire

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_55.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20Essay_18.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving_60.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving_61.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay_18.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20essay_16.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20essay_17.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20essay_18.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20essay_19.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_36.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Matthew%20Kearns%20Thanksgiving%20Essay.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/THANKSGIVING%20ESSAY_1.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay%20Mrs%20Luchsinger%202014.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay%20yo.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay%202_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/My%20thanksgiving%20essay.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/penguins%20are%20very%20fat%20and%20love%20fish.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_49.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay%201.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/writing%20thanksgiving%20essay%202014.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_51.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay_19.docx


Haley Menihan

Kylie Mistretta

Alexander Niedzielski

bridget nielsen

Mollie O'Hanlon

Jake pallas

Rebecca Piecora

Arianna Portigiano

Avery Purrier

sarah qaderi

shannon reagan

gregory renna

gregory renna

Abby Rock

Isabella romanski

Sean Rowburrey

timothy samonas

madelyn shapiro

Chloe Siena

Chloe Siena

sydney stocken

Isabel Themann

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Haley%20Menihan%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Mrs.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanful%20essay.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay_14.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_45.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_48.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/my%20thankful%20essay.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay%202014_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay_17.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_26.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay_16.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20for%20essay.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/2_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/2_1.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/I%20am%20thankful%20for%20many%20things%20in%20my%20life.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20thanks.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_1.pdf
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/THANKSGIVING%20ESSAY_2.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_43.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_34.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_35.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_30.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay%202014-2015.docx


Isabel Themann

Zachary Themann

Skylar Torres

Nicole White

Aidan Wightman

keith winslow

Ridge Elementary School

Noah Savickas-Doherty

Riley Avenue Elementary

Liam Hansen

Katherine Jakubowsky

Lauren Matyka

Aidan Tobin

Madison Williams

Lindsay Yakaboski

Rocky Point Middle School

Elana Gold

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20essay%202014-2015_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/THANKSGIVING%206TH%20GRADE%20ESSAY.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay%20Mrs.Luchsinger.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Essay_33.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanks%20givin%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2011.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20essay_47.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Noah.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Liam%20Hansen.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Katherine%20Jakubowsky%20Thanksgiving.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Lauren%20Matyka.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Aidan%20Tobin%20Thanksgiving.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Madison%20Williams.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Lindsay%20Yakaboski.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20am%20I%20thankful%20for%20-%20Elana%20Gold.docx


Kelly Logue

MacKenzie Nielsen

Shyanne Pinkava

Kathleen Seda

Kristen Zoll

Southampton Montessori School

Karen Neubauer

St. Demetrios Astoria School

Eo Karaftis

Tuckahoe Common School

Maxwell Aquino

Josue Benitez Reyes

Hailey Cameron

Giulia Campiaola

Daniela Gonzalez

Cadie Hancock

Luz Henandez

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20I%20am%20Thankful%20for-Kelly%20Logue.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20mackenzie%20nielsen.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/November%202014%20004.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/November%202014%20005.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20001.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/I%20Am%20Thankful_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Photo%20on%202014-11-24%20at%2018.33.jpg
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20Im%20thankful%20Maxwell%20Aquino.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/what%20i%20am%20thankful%20for%20Josue%20Benitez%20Reyes.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20Hailey%20Cameron.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thanksgiving%20Poem%20Giulia%20Campiaola%201.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thankful%20Daniela%20Gonzalez.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Being%20Thankful%20Cadie%20Hancock_0.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving%20poemLuz%20Hernandez.docx


Charley LaMere

Emma Malandrino

Kevin Morales

Gustavo Ramirez

John Brian Reyes

Joshua Taraku

Emily Zukosky

West Middle Island Elementary School

Jacob Berkley

Zion Dlugolonski

Stephen Dugolonski

Aliza Greenberg

Angelia Lucia

William Scapaticci

Charlize Wolf

Luke Wolf

William Floyd Middle School

Stephanie Taisler

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20Poem%20Charley%20LaMere.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/I%20am%20thankful%20for%20Emma%20Malandrino.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/What%20I%20am%20thankful%20for%20%20Kevin%20Morales.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/My%20Thankful%20Earth%20Gustavo%20Ramirez.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20for%20John%20Brian%20Reyes.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20poem%20josh%20taraku.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Thankful%20poem%20Emily%20Zukosky.docx
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Jacob%202-3.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Zion%20K.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Stephen%202-6.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Aliza%20%20K-6.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Angelia%20K.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/William%204-3.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Charlize%202-4.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/Luke%201-2.JPG
http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/thanksgiving_45.docx


Verne W. Critz Elementary School

Haniif Summers

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/webform/HANIIF%20COMMUNITY.pdf

