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My wishes and petitions for the New Year

You should know that traditionally, the night of December 31st, we all get together with our

families and close friends and when the clock strikes midnight, we thank God for the

privilege of allowing us to see the New Year.

You should also know that while millions celebrate the coming of the New Year in fiestas,

dancing and attending banquets, many others gather at Times Square, despite the weather,

to wait until midnight to watch the Ball Drop.

It is also important to know that contrary to all of that, in our Church congregation, we

gather to wait for the New Year, on our knees praying and thanking God and presenting Him

with our wishes and petitions for the New Year.



During that time, we remember and pray for our families, friends, foes, elected officials, the

leaders of our Nation, and our future.

Like every other year, I for one will be on my knees on December 31st at 12 midnight,

presenting God with my laundry list of my petitions and wishes. Among these wishes are the

following:

(1) For Governor Andrew Cuomo:  I wish that during the New Year, his “friends and brothers”

Joe Percoco and his other former staffer, will not throw him under the bus because it will be

an embarrassment to all of us in the State of New York to see our Governor being paraded in

handcuffs in front of the cameras.

(2) For New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio: I wish that the two Grand Jury investigations by

US Attorney Preet Bharara, and Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance, Jr. conclude with

no indictments because it will also be embarrassing for all of the residents of the City of New

York to see their Mayor going through this nightmare.

(3) For Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins: I wish that our Democratic Governor stops playing

the political games that he has been playing for the past 5 years with Senator Jeff Klein and

the Republican leadership. They have been preventing her from becoming the first African-

American Woman to serve as the Leader of the New York State Senate. I wish 2017 will be the

year these games will stop.

(4) For Senator John Flanagan, Leader of the Senate and Assemblyman Carl Heastie, Speaker

of the Assembly: I wish they could get the salary increase for their Members without

appearing to have sold out to the Governor like beggars on the corner.

(5) For Assembly Member Marcos Crespo, Chairman of the Bronx Democratic Committee: I

wish that he could come out smelling like roses from the apparent double-crossing he is



facing, that according to some, is being done to him and the Democratic County Committee

by some of his Bronx colleagues.

(6) For my friend Adriano Espaillat: I wish that his new position as the first Dominican

Congressperson in the United States of America will serve as an example for many others

throughout our nation. We all feel very proud of Adriano Espaillat.

(7) For Congressman Charlie Rangel: I wish that God will grant him solace, peace and

recompense for all of his many years of service and dedication to our community and our

nation.

(8) For Gerson Borrero and Curtis Sliwa: I wish that God will continue laying His hands on

them, healing and blessing them so they can continue criticizing me on their radio and tv

programs.

(9) For Senator Liz Krueger: I wish that this new year will bring her enough self-awareness to

stop speaking for hours and hours about what is wrong with a piece of legislation, and then

vote in favor of the bill.

(10) For Senator Gustavo Rivera: I wish that he would stop being so vulgar and that he would

refrain from using the "f" word in Conference and elsewhere, especially when he is in the

presence of ladies, children, and people who have self-respect.

(11) For Senator Jose Marcos Serrano: That God will continue to look upon him and bless him

so he will keep being the patient, decent and respectful gentleman that he is.

(12) To all of the constituents in my 32nd Senatorial District: I wish that God will bless them

for all of their confidence, trust and support they gave me during this past election when I

broke all of the records in Bronx County.



(13) And finally, for me: That my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will approve of my wishes and

plans for my 2017 political life.

And ladies and gentlemen, for now, these are just a few of my wishes for the next year.

I am Senator Rev. Rubén Díaz and this is what you should know.


