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ISSUE: CHILD ABUSE 

Senator Pam Helming (R-54  District) this week helped pass two critical public protection

measures to help save the lives of abused children. The bills would require follicle testing of

young children for drugs if their guardian is arrested on serious drug charges, and restrict

high caseloads from jeopardizing the investigation of child abuse or maltreatment. 

“These are important measures that will help to better protect New York’s infants and young

children from abuse and neglect,” said Senator Helming. “It is incumbent upon us as

lawmakers to do all that we can to ensure the safety and well-being of our most vulnerable

populations.”

th

Bill S137, known as Kayleigh Mae's Law, is named after a 13-month-old child in Washington

County who tragically died after being given bottles laced with heroin and cocaine by her

parents who allegedly wanted to stop her crying.

Bill S3146, establishes a statewide standard of no more than 15 cases per month per full-time

child protective caseworker. 

https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/child-abuse
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S137
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S3146


2017-S137

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

“The recent deaths of several children from throughout our state highlights the need to

place a limit on the number of cases assigned to a child protective service investigator,” said

Senator Helming. “New York State’s caseworkers are charged with protecting our children

and when they are overburdened, they cannot be as effective as we need them to be. This

legislation and Kayleigh Mae's Law will go a long way to keep our children safe and save

lives.”

The bills have been sent to the Assembly for consideration.

RELATED LEGISLATION

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S137


Signed By Governor

Directs child protective services to investigate and test a child under the age of 3 who was in

the vicinity of a drug arrest of a parent, guardian or person legally responsible for the child

December 29, 2016

In Assembly Committee  

Sponsored by Betty Little

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2017-S3146

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Vetoed By Governor

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S137
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S137
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/betty-little/landing
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S3146


Signed By Governor

Directs the office of children and family services to promulgate regulations establishing

workload standards for child protective service employees

January 19, 2017

Vetoed  

Sponsored by Martin J. Golden

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S3146
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S3146
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/martin-j-golden/landing

