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Today, State Senator John E. Brooks and Assemblymembers Charles Lavine and Christine

Pellegrino stood together outside of the Town of Oyster Bay’s Town Hall South to demand

action on ethics reform on Long Island and in Albany.  The Democratic legislators, joined by

Common Cause New York, voiced their support for proposed solutions that would end

corruption, restore accountability and public trust, and return transparency to elections.  
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The lawmakers voiced their support for the following legislation and urged their colleagues

to take immediate action during the next legislative session:

·      S.2308/A.3689, a bill sponsored by Sen. Brooks and Assm. Lavine, establishes an

independent state-monitor to oversee the finances and operation of the Town of Oyster Bay

after years of corruption and notorious mismanagement from public officials.  Taxpayers

have endured years of potentially corrupt loan guarantees, the Town’s junk credit rating,

large debts, operating deficits and an investigation by the Securities and Exchange

Commission, on top of federal indictments of former Town Supervisor John Venditto and

others. If implemented, the bill would provide taxpayers with transparency, accountability,

fiscal health and stability.

·      S.4015/A.5832, also sponsored by Brooks and Lavine, prohibits the use of campaign funds

for federal criminal defense for elected officials. Since 2004, state elected officials have spent

well over $7 million in campaign funds on criminal defenses, according to NYPIRG. More

recently, former State Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos used $50,000 from his campaign

account to pay for legal defense related to the appeal of his felony corruption conviction.

·      S.496/A.1926, sponsored by Sen. Daniel Squadron and Assm. Brian Kavanagh, closes the

“LLC loophole,” which allows virtually unlimited and anonymous corporate contributions in

state elections, often diminishing the voice and power of voters.

In addition to the aforementioned legislation, the lawmakers urged voters to pass a

constitutional amendment on the ballot in November, which allows a judge to strip or

reduce the taxpayer paid pensions of corrupt public officials if they are convicted of a felony

related to abusing their official duties.  In a Siena poll, conducted between July 9 -13, 2017,

75% of respondents stated that they supported the proposed amendment.



Senator John E. Brooks said, “For far too long, Oyster Bay and Nassau County have been

plagued by scandal and corruption, all at the expense of taxpayers. Long Islanders deserve

an open and transparent government that is accountable to them, not the highest bidder or

special interests.  It’s time to reverse this pervasive corruption, and restore integrity and

trust to our government. I'm proud to partner with Assemblyman Lavine on these necessary

solutions to ensure that taxpayer dollars are being used to benefit the public, not self-

serving, corrupt politicians."

Assemblyman Charles D. Lavine said, “Nassau County and the Towns of Oyster Bay and

Hempstead have been horribly victimized by corruption and abuse of the public trust. I am

very pleased to have Senator John Brooks as my partner in the Senate, who will lead the

fight to pass these important bills which will protect our hard-pressed and overburdened tax

payers to rest assured that our public funds are being used for public purposes and not being

used to subsidize the criminal activities of corrupt government officials.”

Assemblywoman Christine Pellegrino said, "I'm embarrassed to explain to my children every

time another corrupt politician gets arrested for lining their pockets with our tax dollars.

Our property taxes are high enough, without having to pay more in the form of a corruption

tax. I'm proud to support the legislation proposed today to help clean up our government

and stop corruption."

Susan Lerner, Executive Director of Common Cause New York said, "It is an understatement

to say that ethics reform is much needed in New York State. Taxpayers deserve transparency

and accountability from their government; this package of bills delivers just that to New

York State residents. I applaud Senator Brooks and Assemblymember Lavine for standing

with the myriad New Yorkers across the state who are demanding meaningful ethics

reform."


