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ISSUE: WOMAN OF DISTINCTION 

(ALBANY, NY) This week Senator Akshar recognized Carole Coppens as his NYS Senate 2018

Woman of Distinction for the 52nd Senate District.

Each year, the New York State Senate honors women who have enriched the quality of life in

their communities across New York.

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/fred-akshar/landing
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/woman-distinction


Carole Coppens has served as Executive Director of the YWCA Binghamton and Broome

County since June 2000. She holds a Master’s Degree in Exercise Physiology from the

University of Colorado.

Ms. Coppens was elected to the Board of Directors for the YWCA USA in 2008 and served two

terms ending in 2013. She was also nominated to the YWCA World Service Council in October

2008, and currently serves on the Steering, Nominating and Advocacy committees for the

Supportive Housing Network of New York. Ms. Coppens also serves as Chair of the

Governance Committee for the Homeless of the Southern Tier.

Ms. Coppens has received numerous awards during her career. In 2002, the Broome County

Status of Women Council recognized her as a Woman of Achievement. In November 2011, the

City of Binghamton established The Human Rights Commission; Ms. Coppens was

appointed by the Mayor as a founding member. She also served on numerous local not-for-

profit boards, including the SOS Shelter, Southern Tier AIDS Program, League of Women

Voters and the American Heart Association.

Recently, Ms. Coppens received several citations for her outstanding commitment to

developing innovative supportive housing for the homeless in Broome County from the New

York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, Homeless Housing and Assistance

Corporation. She was also recognized by the New York State Assembly and Senate for

outstanding leadership and dedication in restoring the historic YWCA building.

In 2017, the New York State Senate and Assembly presented Ms. Coppens with a Legislative

Resolution commemorating the 125th Anniversary of the YWCA of Binghamton and Broome

County. Broome County and the City of Binghamton have cited her work with the YWCA as



well, and she was nominated to serve on the Broome County Family Violence Prevention

Council and also inducted into the Binghamton Rotary Club # 64. Ms. Coppens maintains a

professional membership and certification with the American College of Sports Medicine.

"Throughout her career, Carole Coppens has dedicated herself to improving the lives of

families across our community,” said Senator Fred Akshar. “Because of her work, struggling

families have received critical support and services in their times of need and more

opportunities to help them get back on their feet. I'm truly inspired by the great work she

has done for our community and I’m proud to select her as the 52nd District's 2018 Woman of

Distinction."

Ms. Coppens currently lives in Apalachin, New York with her husband and cat.

You can read more about Ms. Coppens here. 
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