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Students are back in school and it will not be long before the leaves start to turn and the air
gets a bit more crisp and cool. It may not have seemed likely just a few weeks ago, but these
are sure signs fall is just around the corner. Autumn in New York State is one of the best

times of year, and one that draws visitors from both near and far to our local apple orchards.
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Throughout the fall, apple orchards across our region will be open and many different apple
varieties will be ready to pick. These apples not only taste great off the tree, but also many

will be used in tasty items like hot cider donuts, pies, cider and much more.

In this year’'s budget—which featured a record $54.4 million for agriculture—I was also able
to help secure funding to ensure our apple industry grows through agritourism efforts,
which bring in visitors who support our local businesses and economies. Included in the
budget is funding for the New York State Apple Growers Association and the Apple Research

and Development Advisory Board.

That money will go a long way in ensuring our local orchards and cider mills in Oswego, St.
Lawrence and Jefferson County can continue to thrive and provide guests the very best in

apples the Empire State has to offer.

In our region, there are ten different orchards producing some of those very apples including
six in Oswego County and four in St. Lawrence County. In addition to dozens upon dozens
of variety of apples, many of our U-pick orchards offer other locally made products featuring

apples and other family fun activities:

e Ontario Orchards

o 7735 State Route 104, West Oswego, NY 13126

o https://ontarioorchards.com/

e Fruit Valley Orchard


https://ontarioorchards.com/

o 507 Bunker Hill Road, Oswego, NY 13126

o https://fruitvalleyorchard.com/

e Appledale Orchards

o 6018 State Route 3, Mexico, NY 13114

o http://www.appledaleorchard.com/

e Maple Help Stock Farms

o 207 Hurlbut Road, Mexico, NY 13114

o https://www.facebook.com/MapleHelpStockFarms

e Sage Creek Orchards

o 139 Minckler Road, Mexico, NY 13114

o https://www.facebook.com/Sage-Creek-Orchards-154845524574643/

e Behling Orchards
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o 114 Potter Road, Mexico, NY 13114

o https://www.behlingorchards.com/

e Forbare's Fruits

o 180 Johnson Road, Rensselaer Falls, NY 13680

o https://www.fobaresfruits.com/

e Canton Apples

o Barnes Road at County Route 25, Canton, NY 13617

o http://www.cantonapples.com/

e Parishville Center Orchard

o 765 State Highway 72, Potsdam, NY 13676

o https://www.facebook.com/ParishvilleCenterOrchardNY/

e Brookdale Orchard
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o 1997 County Route 49, Winthrop, NY 13697

o https://www.facebook.com/Brookdale-Orchard-1735933470044037/

In addition to our wonderful U-pick orchards, there are also two cider mills in our region
featuring locally made products such as cider and donuts. Some are even part of the fastest

growing cider product New York State has, hard cider.
e Burrville Cider Mill

o 18176 County Road 156, Watertown, NY 13601

o http://www.burrvillecidermill.com/

e Kaneb Orchards

o 182 Highland Road, Massena, NY, 13662

o https://www.kaneborchards.com/

In order to ensure these mills and others around the state can continue to create the very
best products in the country, I was proud to have also secured $75,000 for the New York
Cider Association and $200,000 for Cornell's Hard Cider Research program in our state

budget.
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This fall, I hope you and your family will be able to visit our local orchards and cider mills,
run by our hardworking farmers who not only feed us but attract visitors to help grow our

North Country and Central New York communities.



