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ISSUE: MARRIAGE, DOMESTIC RELATIONS LAW, CUTTING RED TAPE 

(Mineola, NY) - Senator Anna M. Kaplan (D-Great Neck) recently passed two pieces of

legislation in the New York State Senate aimed at giving married couples more flexibility to

retain, modify, and create their names at marriage.

Bill sponsor Senator Anna M. Kaplan said "now more than ever, married couples are choosing

to forge a new identity together, and sometimes that means joining their last names with or

https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/marriage
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/domestic-relations-law
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/cutting-red-tape


without a hyphen, or adding a surname as a middle name. It's time that our laws on name

changes at marriage entered the modern era that New Yorkers have already been living in

for years."

The Domestic Relations Law allows a person to change their last name, within certain

options, when they get married, by entering their surname on the marriage license

application. Currently, the law allows a person getting married to change their name to the

other spouse's last name, any former surname of either spouse, a surname combining the

spouse's surnames into a single word, or a combination surname separated by a hyphen (e.g.

"Meyer-Kurt").

S4622, sponsored by Senator Kaplan, which passed the Senate on March 28th, amends the

domestic relations law to allow a person to change their last name to a combination surname

separated by a space (e.g. "Meyer Kurt") at the time of marriage.

S2505, sponsored by Senator Kaplan, which passed the Senate on February 27th, amends the

domestic relations law and the civil rights law to allow either spouse to change their middle

name at the time of marriage. This allows either or both spouses to elect to change a middle

name to a current last name, a former last name, or the last name of the other spouse.

Without these changes, individuals or couples who would like to choose such options are

forced to file onerous paperwork and extensive documentation with the NYS DMV, a process

that has proven to be costly, time consuming, and inconsistent, sometimes necessitating a

legal petition that must go to the courts for resolution.

Senator Kaplan concluded "the people of New York deserve a simple and effective way to be

able to adopt the married name they choose. By cutting through the red tape, we will help

countless newlywed New Yorkers save time, money, and unnecessary frustration."

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=284400&msgid=18426&act=9P95&c=1768235&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysenate.gov%2Flegislation%2Fbills%2F2019%2Fs4622
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2019-S4622

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to permitting combination last name changes to occur when separated by a space

March 15, 2019

Senate Floor Calendar  

Sponsored by Anna M. Kaplan

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

RELATED LEGISLATION

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4622
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4622
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/anna-m-kaplan/landing


2019-S2505

Women's Issues, Name Change, Marriage, Driver's Licence, Matrimony

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to name change upon marriage

January 25, 2019

Senate Floor Calendar  

Sponsored by Anna M. Kaplan

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y
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