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NYS Senator Anna Kaplan, NYS Senator John Liu & Assemblywoman Gina Sillitti host huge "Stop

Asian Hate with Education" rally during AAPI heritage month in support of legislation that would

require students in NY to learn about the history and contributions of Asian Americans in schools

Anti-Asian hate has skyrocketed since the pandemic, and according to the NYPD, Anti-Asian incidents

have increased by 343%

Legislation sponsored by Sen. Liu and cosponsored by Sen. Kaplan & Assemb. Sillitti would combat

hate by teaching NY students about the history and contributions of Asian Americans, thus increasing

https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/asian-hate
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/stop-asian-hate
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/asian-american-history
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1768235&mid=352849&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle-10424347%2FHate-crimes-NYC-skyrocket-Attacks-Asians-343-Hispanics-700-2020-2021.html&cfid=414&vh=b98411fffca4942d9c9a2ed174d53888e69b7a9906f266b2cbe9eb90b2a64fd5
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1768235&mid=352849&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysenate.gov%2Flegislation%2Fbills%2F2021%2FS6359&cfid=414&vh=829415e8e54be92699054eb81fc986fa4410842caa476ebfdaaf85e988a6bcc6


cultural awareness and understanding

GREAT NECK, NY (May 21, 2022) -- Today, Senator Anna M. Kaplan (D-North Hills) and 

Assemblywoman Gina Sillitti (D-Port Washington) hosted a rally in Great Neck attended by

hundreds of local residents and students to speak out against the rising tide of anti-Asian

hate and violence, and to call for the passage of legislation in the New York State Legislature, 

S.6359/A.7260, that would combat Asian hate through improved education. The event was

held during AAPI Heritage Month, and at a time when hate and violence targeting Asian

Americans has skyrocketed since the pandemic era.

"Asian American history is American history, and it's important that every student learn it,"

said Senator Anna M. Kaplan. "At a time when extremists and white supremacists are trying

to tell us that diversity is a bad thing, we reject the idea that diversity shouldn't be taught

and celebrated in our schools, and we're rallying today because more needs to be done to

ensure our kids learn about the history and contributions of Asian Americans. The more we

know about our rich history, and the better we understand the journey of our neighbors, the

closer we can be as a community. It's time to empower our community with knowledge, and

fight hate together with education."

Assemblywoman Gina L. Sillitti said “Our rally today in Great Neck demonstrated the

incredible community support for Asian American history to be taught in our classrooms

and included in our textbooks. Through education we can begin to change minds, break

barriers and stereotypes, and finally start to chip away at the hate and racism towards Asian

Americans. Education may not bring about the fastest results, but it will bring about the

longest lasting ones.”

Senator John Liu, Chairperson of the Senate Committee on NYC Education and sponsor of

S.6359A, said, “Today’s rally in support of teaching Asian American history and civic impact
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was made so much stronger by the voices of our young students who know that the best

way to stop hate is through education. Teaching Asian American history and civic impact in

our public schools will help to end the harmful stereotypes, such as the model minority myth

and the perpetual foreigner syndrome, which have plagued Asian Americans for generations.

Many thanks to Senator Anna Kaplan, Assembly Member Gina Sillitti, and all of the student

advocates who continue to come together and get involved to support this effort.”

Anti-Asian hate has skyrocketed since the pandemic, with racist language like "kung flu" and

"the China virus" demonizing Asian Americans and making them the targets for hate and

violence. According to the NYPD, Anti-Asian incidents have increased by 343%, and according

to the Pew Research Center, one third of Asian Americans fear someone might threaten or

physically attack them, leading them to feel unsafe, and change habits in their daily lives.

The Asian American History Bill, S.6359/A.7260, sponsored by Senator John Liu (D-Queens)

and co-sponsored by Senator Kaplan and Assemblywoman Sillitti would require elementary

and high schools across New York State to provide instruction in Asian American history

and civic impact. The bill seeks to combat a lack of understanding and knowledge of Asian

Americans, which has contributed to the recent increase in hate crimes against people of

Asian descent, particularly in the wake of the pandemic. Teaching students about the

historical contributions of Asian Americans will help foster respect and understanding of

Asian Americans, and allow Asian Americans to see themselves reflected as an important

part of the history and culture of this country.
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Requires public elementary and high schools to provide instruction in Asian American

history and civic impact

April 23, 2021

In Senate Committee  Education

Sponsored by John C. Liu

Do you support this bill?
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