
A4 Sunday, May 31, 2015   |   The Leader

Follow us on Twitter
The Leader: @TheNewsLeader1

Stella Dupree: @TheLeaderDupree
Shawn Vargo: @TheLeaderVargo
Chris Gill: @TheLeaderGill
Bob Benz:@TheLeaderBenz
Derrick Ek: @TheLeaderEk
Amber Brenza: @TheLeaderBrenza
Eric Wensel: @TheLeaderWensel

Online at www.the-leader.com/opinions

OPINION ■ Letters should be typed 
or neatly printed. 
■ Letters must be signed 
and include an address 
and phone number. 

■ Letters may be edited 
for space considerations.
■ The publication of any 
letter is at the discretion 
of the editor. 

■ All letters become the 
property of The Leader 
and cannot be returned to 
sender.

LETTERS POLICY Mail: LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR, THE LEADER
PO BOX 1017
CORNING, NY 14830
Fax: 607-936-9939
Email: sdupree@
the-leader.com

Grin
Thank you, Tim 

McCracken, for doing the 
kind thing.
“A little bird” told us how you 
were upset to see an elderly 
couple sharing soup and 
water at Friendly’s this week 
and how you discretely told 
your waitress you wanted to 
buy them drinks.
This small act of kindness 
made us smile when we 
heard of it and we just had to 
share the good feeling.
Thank you for setting the 
example, Tim. For us and for 
your son, who saw what his 
Dad did.
And a thank you to the wait-
ress at Friendly’s. That little 
bird also shared a note you 
left at Tim’s table.
“Don’t worry about the 
drinks. That was one of the 
nicest gestures that I have 
seen in my two years here. 
Thank you so much.”
Really cool, Tim.
Thanks for making a 
diff erence.

Groan
To the voters in the Addi-

son school district.
Voting down your school 
budget because you wanted 
to send a message to the 
administration and school 
board only hurts the kids.
Well, you’re getting a second 

chance to get it right.
The district is putting the 
failed $28.7 million budget 
up for another vote on June 
16.
It includes no increase in the 
property tax levy.
And the property purchases - 
which seemed to be the main 
cause of outrage - will not be 
on the ballot.
If the budget fails to pass 
a second time, the district 
heads to a contingency 
budget. That means no new 
equipment purchases and 
outside organizations that 
benefi t children would need 
to pay to use school facilities.
Not cool.
We urge Addison voters 
to pass the budget and 
fi nd other ways to air their 
grievances.

Grin
To Jairam Hathwar, who 

was thisclose to making 
it to the fi nal found of the 
National Spelling Bee last 
week.
It was your fi rst time on the 
big stage as a competitor and 
you represented your family 
and hometown so well!
We’re proud and in awe of 
the hard work it took to get 
you so far.
It won’t be long before you’re 
hoisting the championship 
trophy.

OUR VIEW 

Grins & Groans

Make tobacco less 
accessible

To the Editor | Statistics 
show 90 percent of smok-
ers start before the age of 18, 
and each year 22,500 youth 
become new daily smokers. 
This can be largely attributed 
to the exposure youth have to 
tobacco products.

Youth who visit conve-
nience stores more than 
twice per week are 64 
percent more likely to begin 
smoking within the next 12 
months than their peers who 
visit less frequently. Youth are 
also twice as likely as adults 
to recall tobacco advertising.

There is approximately 
one licensed tobacco retailer 
for every 194 children in 
New York state, and tobacco 
advertising and regular 
displays in stores creates an 
impression that tobacco is 
easily accessible and accept-
able. One way to help curb 

this problem is to decrease 
the number of retailers. A 
few ways others states have 
done this is by removing 
tobacco from pharmacies. 
It doesn’t make sense for a 
trusted health care partner 
to sell the number one cause 
of preventable death and 
disease.

In New York, munici-
palities have worked within 
zoning codes as well as 
imposed local licensing 
requirements to restrict 
the location and number of 
tobacco retailers. 

Examples of these 
are the Cities of Roch-
ester and Binghamton. 
Learn more at STTAC.
org, TobaccoFreeNYS.org, 
smokefreemonroe.com, or 
tobaccofreebt.org.

Teresa Matterazzo,
Community Engagement 
coordinator, STTAC
Public Health Educator, Che-
mung County

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

R ecent actions by 
the state Senate 
once again serve 

to highlight what remains 
the heaviest burden of all 
for far too many New York 
taxpayers: high property 
taxes.

The fact is that local 
property taxpayers in New 
York are still trying to live, 
work and raise families 
under one of America’s 
highest property tax 
burdens - despite some 
important eff orts to try to 
get them out from under 
it.

Prominent among these 
eff orts, of course, has been 
the state-imposed 2% 
property tax cap, which 
was enacted in 2011 and 
took eff ect the follow-
ing year. A recent report 
by the Empire Center 
for Public Policy (empi-
recenter.org) estimates 
that over the past three 
years the cap has saved 
taxpayers $7.6 billion. 
Since 2012 under the 
cap, school tax levies 
have risen by an average 
of just 2.2 percent annu-
ally. Compare that to the 
30-year period prior to 
the tax cap’s enactment, 
when school tax levies 
jumped an average of six 
percent a year, from $3.5 
billion to $19.7 billion, 
at a time when infl ation 
averaged 3.3 percent 
annually.

So the property tax 
cap has, in fact, helped 
keep a lid on property 
tax increases. Under the 
terms of the original 
legislation, the cap is 
scheduled to expire next 
June. The Senate wants 
to make it permanent, 
now, and we recently 
approved legislation to do 
just that for the sake of 
property taxpayers who, 
it appears, largely agree. 
A recent statewide poll 
by the Siena Research 
Institute found that nearly 
three-quarters of the 
state’s registered voters 
support the property tax 
cap and agree that “it 
has accomplished what 
was intended – property 
taxpayers are not seeing 
large annual increases in 
their school or local taxes, 
as they had in previous 
years.”

But that’s not – and I 
will continue to argue that 
it can’t be – the end of 
the tax cap story. Because 
when the cap was fi rst 
enacted, when Governor 
Cuomo pushed it as his 
number one priority back 
in 2011, he also promised 
that it would go hand in 
hand with rolling back the 
heavy burden of unfunded 
state mandates on local 
governments and school 
districts.

While there have been 
some important man-
date relief actions since 
then, including long-term 
pension reform and the 
takeover of the growth 
in local Medicaid costs, 
not nearly enough has 
been done to mark a true 
transformation of the 
state-local partnership 
– or a truly meaning-
ful change for Upstate 
New York’s local property 
taxpayers.

So we need to do more 
than just make the prop-
erty tax cap permanent.

For example, the 
Senate approved legisla-
tion last week that would 

essentially begin put-
ting an end to any future 
unfunded state mandates. 
It proposes a straightfor-
ward fi rst step. It says that 
the state will no longer 
pass these costs along 
to counties, cities, town, 
villages or school districts. 
If the state mandates a 
program or a service, the 
state pays for it. That’s 
one common sense begin-
ning to reform. I’ve also 
co-sponsored legislation, 
together with area Assem-
blymen Phil Palmesano 
and Chris Friend, to fully 
eliminate the local share 
of the cost of Medicaid, 
which counties have long 
identifi ed as the most 
devastating unfunded 
mandate of all.

The property tax cap 
in and of itself is not the 
answer. It’s an impor-
tant part of the answer, 
but the work to lift New 
York State’s highest-in-
the-nation property tax 
burden isn’t supposed to 
end with just a limit on 
growth. It’s supposed to 
end with lower property 
taxes across New York 
state. The truth is that 
lower property taxes can’t 
and won’t occur without 
mandate relief.

The tax cap without 
complementing mandate 
relief has tied the fi scal 
hands of local govern-
ments and school districts 
in detrimental ways.

Unfunded mandates 
hamper the ability of local 
school districts and local 
governments to provide 
services, thereby keep-
ing pressure on the tax 
burden and preventing 
property tax reductions. 
To say nothing about how 
unfunded mandates hurt 
the business climate and 
make our private-sector 
businesses less competi-
tive in the global economy.

I’ll say it again: the ulti-
mate goal was supposed 
to be a future for New 
York State’s local prop-
erty taxpayers defi ned 
by property tax cuts. In 
other words, the goal was 
to lower property taxes, 
not just to restrict their 
annual growth.

Yes, the property tax cap 
must go on. Taxpayers are 
certainly better off  with it 
than without it.

But the cap cannot be as
eff ective as we intended it 
to be if we keep overlook-
ing the need for mandate 
relief. The failure to 
dramatically begin undo-
ing a decades-long state 
habit of passing the buck 
to localities has been a 
genuine shortcoming.

State Sen. Tom O’Mara 
represents New York’s 
53rd Senate District, 
which includes Steuben, 
Chemung, Schuyler and 
Yates counties, and a por-
tion of Tompkins County.

POLITICS | SEN. TOM O'MARA 

Highs and lows of a tax cap

SEN. TOM O’MARA

“New York State’s 
Routes 5 and 20 are 
steeped in history: They 
started as foot trails 
established by Native 
Americans thousands of 
years before the Ameri-
can Revolution. Today, 
New York’s famous, 
historic east-west corridor 
off ers a road trip with 
lots of high-adrenaline 
adventure: think hiking 
under waterfalls, biking, 
hang-gliding, hot air 
ballooning, and more. 
Foodies can enjoy farm-
to-table dining options, 
a Cheese Trail and Sweet 
Treat Trail, and cook-
ing classes at the New 
York Wine and Culinary 
Center. And, as if cheese 
and dessert trails weren’t 
enough, there’s a Finger 
Lakes Beer Trail – the 
region’s new hot spot for 
brewers and distilleries 
that utilize local fruit and 
grain. Cruising through at 
the end of summer? Don’t 
miss the Great New York 
State Fair.”

We could not agree 
more. As owners of a 
multi-generational family 

business that supplies so 
many of the farm-to-table 
restaurants, cafes, winer-
ies, independent retailers 
and grocery stores with 
wholesome, transparently 
sourced local products, we 
rely heavily on preserving 
the Finger Lakes’ clean 
agricultural economy that 
has drawn such praise.

Interest, investment 
and advocacy for local 
and regional food systems 
have reached all-time 
highs. With New York 
State investing heavily in 
its agricultural economy, 
the USDA focusing on 
food hub formation in 
concert with groups such 
as the Wallace Center/
Winrock International 
and RSF Social Finance, 
there is certain to be 
dynamic discourse and 
development in the ways 
that we procure and inter-
act with our food supply 
for years to come.

Texas-based Crestwood 
Midstream’s proposal to 
store methane, propane 
and butane in the aban-
doned salt caverns along 
Seneca Lake would bring 

a kind of industrializa-
tion and threat to all that 
we, and our father before 
us, have worked so hard 
to accomplish. Their 
proposal would not only 
impact Schuyler County, it 
would change the cul-
ture that all of us in the 
region work in concert to 
create. We simply cannot 
aff ord to jeopardize 
the rich, vibrant Finger 
Lakes Community that 
has taken generations to 
develop, and would take 
only one catastrophic 
accident to tear down. 
Barring any accident, the 
above-ground infrastruc-
ture required for such a 
facility is not compatible 
with the bucolic nature 
we have in the Finger 
Lakes. Further, there is 
science to suggest that 
there is communication 
between the caverns and 
the lake bottom- a drink-
ing water resource for 
over 100,000 people. The 
lake is already exceeding 
EPA salinity guidelines 
for infants and individu-
als with sodium restricted 
diets. Permitting such 

massive scale industrial-
ization for a fi nite project 
such as Crestwood’s out-
right disaffi  rms the very 
character that we have 
arduously and collectively 
developed, threatens our 
safety, and our drink-
ing water, and is simply 
unacceptable.

We join the hundreds 
of other businesses, along 
with the now 24 towns, 
counties, villages and 
cities throughout the 
region, in strongly and 
respectfully asking you to 
deny all permits for gas 
storage on Seneca Lake. 
We urge you to consider 
the requests coming from 
your constituents who 
have played a part in 
making the Finger Lakes 
the world-class tour-
ist destination that it is 
today – not a Texas Gas 
Corporation.

This was submitted by 
the co-owners of Regional 
Access: Asa Redmond, 
Anna Redmond, Simeon 
Redmond, Dana Staff ord, 
and Adrienne Stearns.

READER VIEW 

Crestwood plan would forever alter way of life
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