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FILE — A voter puts a ballot in a Yakima County election drop box Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019, on East Martin Luther King Jr. Bo
Amanda Ray / Yakima Herald-Republic, file

Yakima County commissioners have agreed to settle a lawsuit alleging violations of the

Voting Rights Act, an immigrant rights group announced Tuesday.
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The lawsuit by OneAmerica claims Yakima County’s voting system disenfranchises Latino

voters.

The Yakima County Commission is divided into three districts and candidates are selected by
voters only in their respective district in primary elections. But that changes in general
clections, when all three commission seats become at-large and subject to countywide

selection.

That would change under the settlement, Seattle-based OneAmerica said in a Tuesday news

release.

All county commission seats will be up for election in 2022 as a result, the release said.

Commissioner Amanda McKinney said she wants to discuss the settlement with legal

counsel before making any public comments.

“The settlement was just reached,” she said in a Tuesday email. “To ensure accuracy, [ will
need to wait until [ have had a chance to meet again with corporate counsel to review the

settlement in detail.”

Several years ago, the Yakima City Council was hit with a similar lawsuit and was ordered
by a federal judge to redraw districts and hold elections in all council districts, which led to

the election of three Latinas to the council.
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According to 2020 census data, Latinos now make up more than half of Yakima County’s

population.

Only one Latino has been elected to the county commission since 1998 — Jessie S. Palacios,

who represented District 3 from 1998 to 2006, the county’s election office said.
“The settlement will lay the groundwork for the residents of Yakima County to enact
additional democratic reforms, such as ranked-choice voting, to make the county government

more responsive to the needs of all residents of Yakima County,” the news release said.

OneAmerica, based in Seattle, will hold a news conference about the settlement at 11 a.m.

Wednesday at the Yakima County Courthouse at 128 N. Second St. in Yakima.

Reach Phil Ferolito at pferolito@yakimaherald.com or on Twitter: @philipferolito
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