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ADVERTISEMENT

Father of Robert Brooks speaks to lawmakers at the NYS Cap
building
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puilding Wednesday.

Robert Brooks' family

NEW

Robert Ricks, Brooks's father, was invited by NYS Senator Julia Salazar.
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Inmate dies at Coxsackie Correctional Facility; cause under investig

Amazon's Worst Nightmare: Thousands Canceling Prime for This Cl
Online Shopping Tools

NEW
Man charged with homicide after fatal crash in Fort Ann

"I've found that it's the norm that happens all the time, not just regularly, just all

so having experienced the trauma, the, the atrocity, of seeing my son in a body b
seeing him beaten to death is sad and it's painful and it's hurtful, but it's also enr
told reporters on Wednesday. "So for me, at this juncture, it's about change. | wo

100-125 kids a year, from the age of five to the age of 17, and the reality is that sc
are going to go to jail, because this system makes it so. The structure of the syste

that some of our kids are going to go to jail. So anything that | can do as a father,
community member, as a man, to assist them in coming home better than they v

they were incarcerated and not in a body bag like my son did. That's the charge."
to do whatever | can do to help assure the fact that our kids, our fathers, our farr
can be incarcerated and come home in one piece. So that's where that's where |
and that's where my family is as a family."

Ricks says he believes Marcy Correctional Facility should close in order to send a
an example. to other facilities and communities. But, he stopped short of saying
Martuscello Il should resign, instead calling for systemic change. He's backing th
introduced by State Senator Julia Salazar of which would provide greater oversigt
state prison system, but also says change needs to go farther.

"One of the things that | would like to see happen on a personal level, is that whe
happens to a prisoner, at least when they die, or they meet their demise in prisol
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2/13/25,8:12 PM Family of Robert Brooks speaks to lawmakers at the NYS Capitol building

people that do the autopsy. From what T see 1s that It's Just, 1t's Just a Tot of peopl
things that isn't in the best interest of the prisoners, and that isn't bringing the in

needs to come out to the public."

Salazar is the Senate Chair of the Committee on Crime Victims, Crime and Correc

she feels confident about the prospects of the legislation she's proposed.

"Some of the changes as we're talking about would have a fiscal impact, so just c
agency that's truly independent, or expanding the State Commission of Correctic

more resources to the Correctional Association, | think it is critical that we have tl NEW

conversations in the budget, but these conversations need to continue beyond tt
well," Salazar says.

In 2017, Brooks was sentenced to 12 years in prison for stabbing his girlfriend, m

convicted felon. His father says though, Brooks had taken steps to change and re
his GED, taking horticulture and sign language classes, with a goal of making a pc

when he got out of prison.

"I saw the opportunity for him to sit back, relax, think about some things, realize
Ricks says. "Get prayed up, get centered, start reading, start focusing on the next
development. | saw that happen, and | feel like the system denied him the oppor
that he could be, for himself, but also for the community. Because | just believe t

teach what you don't know, and you can't leave where you don't go. So for a youl
to jail, go through the things that he went through, and then come out and be lik
you go down that road, down there, no, you ain't got to go down there. | did the |
you. You don't have to go down there, but if you go down there, this is what's goi
to you.' That has a real impact, because it's not something that he got in a book il
something that somebody told him he know it. And | think that has such a profot
the young people in our community, having survived some of the things, that if tl
straighten up and fly right or decide to do something different, that they're going
the same place. And that's what my son was preparing for, to be a voice, to be a
and this system denied him that. And not only did it deny him, it denies so many
and young women that the reality is because of the way the system is structured
going to go to jail. | just want them to come home and be the best that they're ca
being."
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2/13/25,8:12 PM Family of Robert Brooks speaks to lawmakers at the NYS Capitol building

On Thursday, Ricks along with DOCCS Commissioner Martuscello are both sched

at the NYS Legislative Budget Hearing for Public Safety.
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