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Local libraries are worth
getting to know

By James Post
jpost@the-leader.com

et’s add a few foot-
notes to last week’s
observance of
National Library
Week.
The American Library
Association sponsors
this annual observance to
help recognize "the con-
tributions of our nation's
libraries and librarians
and to promote library
use and support."
Or, as Albert Einstein
once said, "The only
thing you absolutely
need to know is the loca-
tion of the library."
Fortunately, more and
more New Yorkers do
know the location of their
local library, accord-
ing to a statewide poll
conducted earlier this
year by the Siena College
Research Institute. For
example, nearly one-third
of New York residents
now identify the local
library as their primary
point of Internet access.
Other poll findings include
that:75% of respon-
dents said they utilize the
library at least monthly;
075% said their local
library plays an impor-
tant role in finding trust-
worthy information;
eNearly 90% said their
library plays an important
role in creating educa-
tional opportunities; and
eNearly 50% said
they have pursued per-
sonal learning activities
offered by their library.
Furthermore, past
polling has revealed 90%
of New Yorkers support
increased state fund-
ing for local libraries.
On this last point, the
2018-19 state budget is a
strong one for libraries.

Although Governor
Andrew Cuomo pro-
posed to cut state library
funding this year, the
Legislature rejected the
governor’s cuts and,
instead, increased aid.
The final budget pro-
vides $96.6 million in
state aid to libraries,
including a $34-mil-
lion investment in capital
and construction aid.

Jeremy Johannesen,
Executive Director of
the New York Library
Association, said, "New
York’slocal public libraries
are core community educa-
tional resources for millions
of New Yorkers. We are
grateful that our partnersin
the legislature are seeking
toaddress the past decade
of inequitable funding."

In other words, this year’s
budget represents impor-
tant progress. According
to the State Education
Department, every dol-
lar invested in state library
aid returns seven dollars
inlocal library services.

Library construction aid,
in particular, has become
a fundamental source of
funding to help libraries
and library systems make
renovations and upgrades
to their facilities. A law
I sponsored together
with Assemblyman
Phil Palmesano in 2015
(Chapter 480 of the Laws
of 2015), for the first time,
included "broadband
services" as a category
eligible for funding. Prior
to the law’s enactment,
libraries were unable to
access this funding spe-
cifically for broadband
purposes. That was a
serious shortcoming in
the program, particularly
for libraries in rural areas
and smaller communities

where they are often the
No. 1 point of Internet
access. Libraries are the
leading digital literacy
educators, arole that
will only become more
prominent. Expanding
library construction aid in
this fashion has been an
investment in economic
growth and workforce
development, overall
educational quality, and
it produces a substan-
tial return by making

an enduring, positive
difference for many
local communities.

I'velong been a strong
supporter of Southern Tier
and Finger Lakes public
libraries, and have tried
torecognize their central
importance to the civic,
cultural and educational
fabric of area communi-
ties. Two years ago, I was
proud to receive the New
York Library Association’s
"Outstanding Advocate
for Libraries Award."
That same year, I was also
one of only seven state
senators to receive the
2016 "Library Champion
Award" from New Yorkers
for Better Libraries, a
prominent library advo-
cacy organization.

Public libraries across
New York State serve
roughly 20 million patrons
annually. Our region is
extremely fortunate to have
an outstanding network
of public libraries provid-
ing access to books and
so many other activities,
learning materials, and civic
and cultural opportunities.
To borrow again from the
wisdom of Albert Einstein,
our regional libraries are
worth getting to know.

Visit the website
of the Southern Tier
Library System,

change our bodies like

we change our clothes.
TV will be alternate
reality, or at least three-
dimensional. We’ll have
driverless cars, natch,
but they’ll run on rails up

In the future, we will

buildings festooned with
equally giant holographic
images that speak tous
by name. There may be a
giant terrifying psychic
flying bear, and possibly
our bodies will be farmed

need of meat batteries.

it’s going to be pretty neat.

That, futurist Amy
Webb of the Future Today
Institute says, is the kind
of future Americans
like to think about: A
fetishized future informed
by science fiction.

The future as it unfolds
around us, changing our
lives daily? The growing
presence of artificial intel-
ligence that chooses what
online ads to show us, who
gets over the first hurdle to

tions for unemployment
benefits are found fraudu-

social network and subse-

that landed Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg before
the U.S. Congress?

“None of us have been
paying attention,” said
Webb, in town as the
inaugural speaker for
Community Foundation
of Southeast Michigan
andJohn S. and James L.

of Information speaker
series. “When technol-
ogy makes your life a little
bit better, it’s easier to
ignore the ways in which
technology might be wor -
risome alittlelateron...

and down the side of giant

by artificial intelligence in

If you can avoid the bear
and the meat -battery thing,

abank loan, which applica-

lent? Or the transformative

quent user privacy breaches

Knight Foundation’s Future

So technology companies,
which are profit-driven,
are building products and
services based on our data,
and we've all collectively
looked the other direction.”

Lawmakers’ questions
for Zuckerberg have been
painful, at times, focus-
ing on fiddly minutiae
and ignoring the systemic
questions that underlie
not just the entire social-
media data-collection
business model, but the
artificial intelligence
that underpinsit all.

For his part, Zuckerberg
isreally, really sorry about
all of it, but seems toregard
the most serious ques-
tions about Facebook’s
lack of diligence as settled.

Andnone of it is likely to
change much of anything.

The expertise needed
to craft really good policy
that would lead to ben-
eficial reform — not the
false choice of crushing
regulation or a free-market
free-for all — is difficult
to come by, Webb said.

For decades, the U.S.
Office of Technology
Assessment provided
lawmakers with analyses of
technology, with the goal
of informing both good
policy and effective use
of government resources.
It was de-funded in 1995
by athen-Republican
U.S. Congress.

Soin Maryland, at least —
the first state in the nation
toadopt a social media
advertising disclosure pol-
icy — that expertise comes
from Facebook itself.

“Will Castleberry,
Facebook’s vice president
for state policy, said the
company helped draft the
Maryland legislation and
‘looks forward to imple-
menting’ it,” the Baltimore
Sunreported recently.

‘We believe this bill will be
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Data, privacy, Facebook, and the
future that Goldilocks ate

anational model for the
other 49 states to follow,’
he saidin a statement.”

That’s fine, prob-
ably, right?

What's perplexing to me
is our persistent failure to
engage substantively with
these questions, brewing
for more than a decade as
companies like Facebook,
Twitter and Google rose
from scrappy, disruptive
underdogs to media titans.

But this transforma-
tion should shock no one.

“We havelots of sto-
ries throughout history
in which creators create
things and then we’re
shocked when the things
we created don’t behave
in ways that we intend.
That’s the story of tech-
nology,” Webb says.

America’s comparative
newness as anation (other
countries, she says, engage
far more actively with these
questions) may be one
reason we're so focused on
the present, Webb says.
And the political, social
and economic divides that
are so pronounced at this
moment in history get in
the way of collective action
toaddress the threatsto
our individual privacy.

The current clamor for
areckoning, Webb says,
is likely temporary.

Folks are fussed about
Facebook and data
breaches now. A few
months ago, it was Twitter,
and the ease with which
hate groups have exploited
the platform to target
abuse toward racial, reli-
gious and ethnic minori-
ties. In afew months, it'll
be Twitter in the news
again, or Amazon.

And yet, says Webb, “I
can promise you this prob-
lem is going to get worse,
not better, without serious
change.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Spend my tax
dollars accordingly

To The Editor:

At the Town of Tyrone
meeting on Tuesday, April
10, Councilman Troy Eyer
put forth a resolution for
the Town to maintain two
private roads (Wagner and
Danilowicz). Mr. Eyer then
made a motion to pass this
resolution with Ed Perry
seconding the motion.

Aroll call vote was taken
with Troy Eyer, Ed Perry
and Joe Sevier voting yes
on this motion and Tom
Allen and Don Desrochers
not voting because they

knew that this action was
in violation of Article 8,
Section 1, of the New York
Constitution, which does
not allow for the use of
municipal funds in this
manner.

Iput forth four questions:

1) Why are the Town of
Tyrone taxpayers being
asked to maintain private
roads with their tax dollars?

2) Since the Town has a
number of private roads,
why does this resolution
only cover these tworoads?
Why not therest? Why leave
out some?

3) Since this is against
the law, does this not open

up the possibility of the
Council being sued for
being in violation of the NYS
Constitution?

4) If the Council is sued,
who will pay for this law-
suit? The taxpayers?

Idon’t know about others
but I expect my Town
Councilmen to abide by the
law and to spend my tax-
payer dollars accordingly!
Clearly, if you purchased
property on a private road,
you did so with the under-
standing that since it was
private, youhad the respon-
sibility to maintain it.

Abiding by the law means
maintaining the many public

SCHEDULE YOUR HEAT CHECK OR TUNE UP

Ext. 29

GAG §

Comfort Is Our Business

Corning Applianoe Corp.
Service, Heating, Cooling, Fire Place, Water

Call 936-4328

EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS

1/2 PRIGE with any

OTHER CHECK SERVICE (ie FIREPLACES).
OFFER EXPIRES 4/30/18.

GALL TODAY!

Your Pre-Season Tune Up Includes:
e Check Pilot & Ignition System
® Check Thermostat or Primary Controller
e Check Secondary Controller ® Check Motors & Bearings
e Check Belts, Couplers, Filters
e Check Condition of Wiring
e Check Condition of Vent Pipe & Gas Pipe
e Check Flu Gas Analysis
¢ Check Reading of Chimney Draft
e Check Amp Draw of Motor ¢ Check Manifold Pressure Reading

e Check Input Rating Plate Timed CF/HR

plus tax

roadsin the Town of Tyrone
that are in need of repair
rather than maintaining
private roads.

Kay M. Thomas
Dundee

Pleased with
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act

To the Editor,

Irecall a spate of nega-
tive editorial letters back
in December critical of Tom
Reed for supporting the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act.

Remember, at the time,
NYS Democratic lead-
ers called this legislation

“devastating” for New
York. Local Democrats
swallowed this line, includ-
ing hook and sinker, also
claiming it would actually
result in a tax increase for
middle class New Yorkers.

In fact, local firms have
come out in favor of the
new law because it benefits
employees as well as the
company bottom line, and
we in the middle class have
more money in our pockets.

The federal tax with-
holding from my New
York pension went down
more than $140 per month
solely due to the change in
federal withholding rates.

The
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This adds up to more than
the $1,600 in annual tax
relief Tom Reed estimated
middle class New Yorkers
would get.

The wild inaccuracy of
the Democratic fearmon-
gering measured against the
veracity of Reed’s claims
shows the difference we
experience locally between
petty party politics and
statesmanship.

Larry Lawrence
Horseheads

3.8 Cubic Foot
Sphagnum Peat Moss

Only $999 + tax

PER BALE

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison ¢ 607-359-2424

SO MLEILIE

Answer :

SEASON ALWAYS
HUMANE DRIVEL BENIGN

The hotel at the bottom of the
Grand Canyon was done, and the
owners were ready to—

GET DOWN
TO BUSINESS

OUTFIT

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite
Movie Theatre since 2013
Show Schedule for Fri. 4/13 thru Thurs. 4/19

RAMPAGE

(Dwayne Johnson, Jeffrey Dean Morgan, Malin Akerman) PG-13 (1Hr 47Min)
Fri.4/13 6:15, 8:45
Sat.4/14 3:15, 6:15, 8:45
Sun.4/15 3:15,6:15

6:15
CLOSED
6:15

Mon. 4/16
Tues. 4/17
Wed. & Thurs.

LOVE, SIMON
(Nick Robinson, Jennifer Garner, Josh Duhamel)  Rated PG-13 (1 HR 50 Min)
Fri.4/13 6:30,9:00

Sat.4/14
Sun.4/15
Mon. 4/16
Tues. 4/17
Wed. & Thurs.

3:30, 6:30,9:00
3:30, 6:30
6:30
CLOSED
6:30

Fundraiser to benefit the Rochester Refugee
Resettlement Service
“Human Flow"
Saturday April 14th ¢ Doors open at 10:30
Show at 11am

17 W. Market Street (In Corning’s Gaffer District)

MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393
NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com
for details & skip the line wait!!




