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L E T T E R S  P O L I C Y

W ith the start of a 
new legislative 
session and the 

Democratic takeover of the 
State Senate at the begin-
ning of 2019, one thing it 
means is that I will no longer 
be serving as the Chair of 
the Senate Environmental 
Conservation Committee.

This assignment has 
been a highlight of my 
legislative service, one that 
I have truly valued since 
2015, most of all because 
the past several years are 
widely regarded as one of 
New York State’s most 
productive eras in envi-
ronmental conservation. A 
fully funded Environmental 
Protection Fund. The 
establishment of the Water 
Quality Infrastructure 
Improvement Act and the 
largest investment we have 
ever made in water qual-
ity. Combatting invasive 
species and, this year, 
harmful algal blooms. 
Habitat preservation. 

The list of achievements 
goes on and on, however  
I will just say that it has 
been a privilege to play a 
part in helping advance a 
better and stronger short- 
and long-term future for 
environmental conser-
vation and protection 
regionally and statewide. 

In a legislative context, 
my official role changes 
beginning in the New 
Year. My commitment 
and priorities do not.

For example, in 
my capacity as the 
Environmental 
Conservation Committee 
chair, the Senate has 
consistently approved, 
with strong bipartisan 
support, legislation I 

sponsor to enact the “Paint 
Stewardship Program” and 
the “Solar Panel Collection 
Act.” Each of these mea-
sures have failed to make it 
through the state Assembly, 
however I will reintroduce 
them again next year and 
continue to fight for their 
enactment. They remain 
incredibly important.

The “Solar Panel 
Collection Act” would 
establish, working together 
with the solar panel manu-
facturing industry, a solar 
panel recycling and disposal 
program to facilitate the 
collection and recycling of 
out-of-service solar pan-
els. Manufacturers would 
finance the program.

As New York State con-
tinues to move aggressively 
forward on developing and 
utilizing renewable energy 
-- and we absolutely should 
-- the bases need to be 
covered. This includes stay-
ing ahead of the potential 
need to collect and properly 
dispose of or recycle out-
of-service solar panels. 

This legislation offers 
a commonsense, proac-
tive, economically, and 
environmentally sound 
approach to managing 
photovoltaic waste and 
keeping it out of landfills.

Likewise, the establish-
ment of an industry-spon-
sored “Paint Stewardship 
Program” would reduce a 
costly burden on local gov-
ernments and local taxpay-
ers currently responsible 
for collecting and disposing 
of most post-consumer, 
unused paint. The New 
York State Association of 
Counties, among other sup-
porters, states that the leg-
islation would create local 

jobs, provide fiscal relief to 
local property taxpayers, 
and encourage the environ-
mentally sound recycling 
and disposal of unused 
paint in New York State.

The national Product 
Stewardship Institute (PSI) 
estimates that nearly 4 
million gallons of paint go 
unused each year in New 
York State -- with the costs 
of collecting and managing 
the paint’s disposal mostly 
falling on local governments 
to the tune of $25 million 
annually. Paint steward-
ship laws been enacted in 
eight states (California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, 
Maine, Minnesota, Oregon, 
Rhode Island and Vermont) 
and Washington D.C. 
According to the PSI, these 
laws have already resulted 
in more than $69 million in 
taxpayer savings, created 
over 200 jobs, and led to the 
recycling of over 17 million 
gallons of high quality paint.

Each of the above ini-
tiatives is an example 
of how government 
and industry can work 
together to implement 
effective environmental 
policies and programs. 

Seeking common ground 
and cooperation, rather 
than government cramming 
unreasonable demands 
down the throat of indus-
try, can help give New 
York State a more business 
friendly environment and 
actually result in better, 
more workable laws. 

Working together will 
go a long ways on reach-
ing an end-result on other 
important issues that 
would benefit our state 
fiscally, economically, 
and environmentally.
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Taxpayer friendly still a top priority

Tell Reed to support bill

To the Editor,
Many solutions are 

needed to deal with 
climate change. People 
have had a hand in creat-
ing it and people have 
already figured out many 
ways to fix the problem. 

But actions are being 
impeded by politics and 
feelings of helpless-
ness.  A big part of the 
solution is laid out in 
the recently-introduced 
Energy Innovation 
and Carbon Dividend 
Act (H.R. 7173).  

This bill already has 
the bipartisan support 
of seven cosponsors.  
Please ask Congressman 
Reed to add his name. In 
just 12 years, this policy 
would reportedly reduce 
U.S. carbon emissions 
to 60% of 1990 levels 
while adding 2 million 
jobs to our economy. 

According to climate 
experts and econo-
mists, this bill would 
protect our health.  It 
is revenue neutral and 
would not grow gov-
ernment  All fees col-
lected from fossil-fuel 
production, minus 
administrative costs, 
would be distributed 
monthly to households 
to spend as they wish. 

The Problem Solvers 
Caucus, a bipartisan 
group Congressman 

Reed chairs, looks to 
solve serious problems. 
Please tell him that the 
Energy Innovation and 
Carbon Dividend Act 
is an opportunity for 
the Caucus to deal with 
the serious problem of 
climate change at the 
pace and scale needed.

Karen Biesanz, Corning

Taking a break

To the Editor,
For the sake of my 

mental health, I am tak-
ing an extended break 
from the United States.

It is toxic here. George 
Jean Nathan said “Bad 
officials are elected by 
good citizens who do not 
vote.” As a result we have 
a toxic administration 
which is poisoning every 
level of government.  

We have party over 
people. We have ger-
rymandering, voter 
suppression and bal-
lot tampering. We have 
candidates who use 
dirty, underhanded, 
possibly illegal tricks 
to stay in power. 

We have candidates 
- even some seemingly 
decent ones - who are 
influenced by corpora-
tions and industries. 
Generous campaign 
donations buy spe-
cial consideration.

How we treat each 

other is toxic - dis-
crimination, rac-
ism, anti-Semitism, 
(anti any religion but 
your own) homopho-
bia, intolerance. 

Anyone who looks or 
thinks differently is seen 
as inferior, immoral, 
evil and/or dangerous. 
We have obscene wealth 
inequality brought about 
by exploitation of both 
natural and human 
resources. And greed.  

The environment is 
toxic - literally. Even 
those who acknowl-
edge that humans have 
trashed the planet and 
are now subject to cli-
mate disruption are 
too busy buying the 
latest device or gad-
get from Amazon to 
do anything about it. 

Even when handed a 
checklist of easy ways 
to reduce their envi-
ronmental impact, all 
but a small handful are 
too apathetic to bother: 
we’re OK, let the others 
take care of themselves.

I’m tired of banging 
my head against a wall 
of inertia. I plan to visit 
a score of countries over 
the next six months, 
volunteering here and 
there, while recharging 
my batteries.  When I get 
back - watch out wall.

Elizabeth Whitehouse, 
Corning

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances.

SCHEDULE YOUR HEAT CHECK OR TUNE UP

EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS 

Call 936-4328
Ext. 299

Your Pre-Season Tune Up Includes:
• Check Pilot & Ignition System

• Check Thermostat or Primary Controller
• Check Secondary Controller • Check Motors & Bearings

• Check Belts, Couplers, Filters
• Check Condition of Wiring

• Check Condition of Vent Pipe & Gas Pipe
• Check Flu Gas Analysis

• Check Reading of Chimney Draft
• Check Amp Draw of Motor • Check Manifold Pressure Reading

• Check Input Rating Plate Timed CF/HR

$89.95
plus tax

CALL TODAY!

WITH AN1/2 PRICE Y
OTHER CHECK SERVICE (ie FIREPLACES).

OFFER EXPIRES /1 .
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Come see 

our new 

renovations!!

        1:20   4:20   7:20  9:20
1:30              7:00  9:40
          4:10 
1:35   4:15   7:15  9:35
1:25   4:30   7:05  9:30
1:15              6:55  9:45
           4:05  
1:10   4:00   6:55  9:40  
1:30   4:25   7:00  9:25

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite 
Movie Theatre since 2013

 Show Schedule for Fri. 12/14  thru Thurs. 12/20
*****NOW ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS*****

THE GRINCH
(Benedict Cumberbatch, Cameron Seely, Rashida Jones) Rated PG  (1Hr 26Min) 

Fri. 12/14             6:15, 8:15
Sat. 12/15  3:15, 6:15, 8:15
Sun. 12/16  3:15, 6:15
Mon. 12/17             6:15
Tues. 12/18             *Closed
Wed. 12/19             6:15

(Bryce Dallas Howard, Chris Pratt, Ted Levine)

17 W. Market Street (In Corning’s Gaffer District) 
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com 

for details & skip the line wait!!

(Michael B. Jordan, Sylvester Stallone, Tessa Thompson) Rated PG-13  (2Hr 10 Min) 

Fri. 12/14             6:30, 9:00
Sat. 12/15  3:30, 6:30, 9:00
Sun. 12/16  3:30, 6:30
Mon. 12/17             6:30
Tues. 12/18             *Closed

Encore Presentation!!/ 1 Week only!!

CREED II LAST CHANCE TO SEE!

(Emily Blunt, Emily Mortimer, Meryl Streep) Rated PG (2Hr 10 Min) 
MARY POPPINS RETURNS
Wed. 12/19             6:30
Thurs. 12/20             6:30

(Jason Momoa, Amber Heard, Willem Dafoe) Rated PG-13  (2Hr 23 Min) 
AQUAMAN

Thurs. 12/20             5:00, 8:00
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