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Seeing the forest through the trees

overnor Andrew
GCuomo pulls the wraps

off his 2018-19 New
York State budget proposal
this week and many of us
will be keeping an eye out for
what the governor proposes
for the future of forestlands.

That’s right, forests. It
may not be the first issue that
pops into your mind when
considering priority actions
for the economic and envi-
ronmental future of upstate
New York, but it deserves all
the attention it can get.

The Empire State’s 19
million acres of forests -
three-quarters of which are
privately owned - contribute
more than $20 billion to state
and local economies every
year.

These forestlands are
critical to timber production,
outdoor recreation and tour-
ism, as well as conservation,
water quality and environ-
mental sustainability.

Sound forest stewardship
produces numerous ben-
efits: Cleaner water. Higher
quality wildlife habitat.
Recreational opportunities.
Wood products essential to
everyday lives. Job creation.
Tax relief.

In short, forests are an
invaluable asset when prop-
erly, effectively and wisely
managed.

State policies and pro-
grams have helped to
effectively conserve and
manage publicly owned for-
ests. The same can’t be said
for the 75 percent of forests
that are privately owned.
This shortcoming needs to
change and we are looking to
turn it around in 2018.

Irecentlyjoined an
impressive coalition of
more than 20 industry and
conservation advocates
(representing businesses
and industries, farmers,
environmental and energy
concerns, and land conser-
vationists), together with
a bipartisan group of state
legislators, to call on the
governor to fulfill his prom-
ise to reform the “Forest
Tax Abatement Program.”
In short, this longstanding
program has offered private
landowners tax deduc-
tions, incentives and other
benefits in exchange for
protecting their land from
development, enhancing its
viability as wildlife habitat,
ensuring its environmental
sustainability, and undertak-
ing important conservation
initiatives.

The current tax abate-
ment program for private
landowners, however,
is outdated. It needs
modernization.

It’s riddled with complex
rules and administrative
requirements that keep the
vast majority of eligible
private landowners from
participating and, conse-
quently, help accelerate the
conversion of forestlands to
non-forest uses.

One of this year’s lead-
ing reform advocates is
the Empire State Forest
Products Association, which
notes that the state’s forest
products industry employs
65,000 workers statewide.

Association Executive
Director John Bartow
recently said of this year’s
reform effort, “The current
(tax abatement) program
overburdens property
owners with cumbersome
regulations and excessively
complex requirements for
participation, and has led to
just seven percent of eligible
landowners applying for the
available tax benefits.”

Darren Suarez of the
Business Council of New
York State said, “New
York’s forest lands pro-
vide significant economic,
environmental and societal
benefits to the people of New
York...More than 60,000
New Yorkers are employed in
forest products manufactur-
ing. Combined, they receive
over $2.5 billion in annual

wages.

The future of those jobsis
connected to the continued
maintenance and viability of
our forestlands. Reforming
the Timber Tax will ensure
this vital industry is allowed
to grow.”

Jeff Williams, Director of
Public Policy for the New
York Farm Bureau, adds,
“By reforming the current
tax abatement program to
reduce the acreage thresh-
old from 50 to 25 acres of
land, as well as allowing
half of the parcel to be open
space, we will open up the
program for landowners
in more rural parts of the
state. This law will not only
economically benefit the
Upstate economy by boost-
ing forest-related tourism,
it will branch out across the
state to benefit agriculture
as well, as farmers who own
forest land become eligible to
participate.”

The forest-based economy
across Upstate New York is
a critical source of local jobs,
local conservation efforts,
local tax relief, and numerous
other locally based benefits.

We are looking forward to
Governor Cuomo’s budget
proposal this week for many
reasons, not the least of
which will be the future of
our forests.
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FIDELIS CARE’

Coverage Countdown to:

Eligible individuals can apply for enrollment in a
Qualified Health Plan through www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov

by January 31 to have coverage in 2018.

Do you need health insurance?

Learning about quality, affordable health

insurance is just a call, click, or visit away.

* Are you shopping for coverage, but haven’t made

a decision yet?

» Have you already chosen a plan, but want

to reconsider?

* Do you know about the New York State-sponsored
Essential Plan, with monthly premiums that are

either FREE or $20 based on your income?

nystateofhealth

The Official Health Plan Marketplace

@ Call: 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
A4  1-800-421-1220 TTY

Apply Through:
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov

(For those who are eligible)

Visit: fideliscare.org/offices

To find a Fidelis Care community office near you

ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child
Health Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State
of Health, The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.

1-888-FIDELIS e fideliscare.org

(1-888-343-3547)

TTY: 1-800-421-1220

@fideliscare

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

The fate of the Northside Blodgett
Clock tower

To the Editor,

Northside Blodgett has played
avery important role to the
C-PP School District and the
history of Corning, New York.

- All of the young men and
women back in the day that
played sports, participated
in clubs and graduated.

- It played an important role in
my life. I started my career there
in 1970 and got the opportunity
to end my career there in 2008
as Principal of summer school.

Ifeelit is going to be a dif-
ficult decision to decide its
fate. Its condition and size I
feel will have a lot to do with it
and where it will be placed.

Some factors I feel to keep
in mind of its placement:

- What the tower would be
contained in to be safe from
vandalism, harsh weather, and
how to have it well lighted.

- It needs exposure.

- Possible locations: front of
Corning High School, grounds
on Corning Fire Station,
Corning Stadium, City Hall
where the famous people
wall is located, and maybe
Corning Courthouse Park.

Thanks for allowing me to make
some suggestions. Best of luck
in your well-deserved endeavors
for an important treasured part
of history of the the CPP School
District and the Corning area.
Fran Avagliano
Corning

Russian roulette on Route 86

To the Editor,

Between Bath exit 39 and
Campbell exit there are 16,
Lindsay X-Lite end terminals
in 9.5 miles of road. Guard rails
and end terminals are sup-
posed to absorb the energy of
a crash and minimize dam-
age to the car and occupants.

This is not true of the Lindsay

See LETTERS, A8

50# Black Oil
Sunflower Seed
Only $1 99 + tax

PER BAG

Wade’s Farm & Ho

Fri. 1/12-Mon. 1/15 & Wed. 1/17 Matinees
Fri. 1/12-Sun. 1/14 Evenings

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG13)
[1:15] 4:25, 7:35
Paddington 2 (PG)

[1:45] 4:15, 6:45, 9:05
The Post (PG13)

[1:40] 4:15, 6:55, 9:30
The Greatest Showman (PG)
[2:05] 4:30, 7:00, 9:25
Proud Mary (R) - [2:45] 5:00, 7:15, 9:30
The Darkest Hour (PG13)

4:10, 6:50, 9:30
Ferdinand (PG) - [1:35]
Jumaniji: Welcome to the Jungle (PG13)
[1:30] 4:10, 6:55, 9:30
Insidious: The Last Key (PG13)
[2:10] 4:35, 7:10, 9:30

Painted Post, Exit 49 0ff I-86
607-937-5008 « wwwi.crystalcinemas8.com

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite
Movie Theatre since 2013
Show Schedule for Fri. 1/12 thru Thurs. 1/18

(Ben Whishaw, Hugh Grant, Hugh Bonneville) Rated PG (1 HR 43 Min)
Fri. 112 6:15,8:30
Sat.1/13 3:15, 6:15, 8:30
Sun.1/14 3:15,6:15,8:30

Mon. 1/15 (Martin Luther King Day) ~ 3:15, 6:15
Tues. 1/16 CLOSED
Wed. & Thurs. 6:15

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

(Hugh Jackman, Michelle Williams, Zac Efron) ~ Rated PG (1 HR 45 Min)
Fri. 112 6:30, 8:45
Sat. 1/13 3:30, 6:30, 8:45
Sun.1/14 3:30, 6:30, 8:45
Mon. 1/15 (Martin Luther King Day) ~ 3:30, 6:30
Tues.1/16 CLOSED
Wed. & Thurs. 6:30

H ANG M AN SPECIAL ONE DAY ONLY!!!

(Brittany Snow, Al Pacino, Karl Urban) Rated R (1 HR 38 Min)

Thurs. 1/18 4:15

17 W. Market Street (In Corning's Gaffer District)
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com
for details & skip the line wait!!



