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E very single day there 
is a new headline or 
another startling 

statistic.
Consider a small sam-

pling from the past several 
months:

- The federal Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
identifies the abuse of pre-
scription medicine as one of 
America’s fastest-growing 
drug problems with nearly 
15,000 people dying every 
year of overdoses due to 
prescription painkillers.

- The CDC also notes a 
"grim milestone" that in 
2015, more people died from 
heroin-related causes than 
from gun homicides. Gun 
homicides outnumbered 
heroin deaths by more than 
5 to 1 less than a decade ago.

■ The Rockefeller Insti-
tute of Government reports 
that 3,009 New Yorkers 
died from a drug over-
dose in 2015. That marks a 
71-percent increase from 
2010.

■ There has been a surge 
in American infants being 
born with symptoms of 
withdrawal from heroin or 

strong prescription pain-
killers. The surge results 
from rising drug use among 
women in rural areas, 
according to one study esti-
mating that approximately 
21 percent of newborns in 
rural counties had with-
drawal symptoms in 2013, 
up from 13 percent in 2004.

Again, just a small 
sample.

The New York State 
Senate created a Task 
Force on Heroin and 
Opioid Addiction in 2014, 
at a time when local police 
departments and addiction 
centers, including many 
across the Southern Tier 
and Finger Lakes regions, 
were pointing to the 
alarming rise in the avail-
ability and use of heroin and 
opioids.

Since 2014, while the 
work of the task force has 
helped enact important new 
state-level laws and other 
responses, the heroin crisis 
has grown increasingly 
urgent.

The input we have 
received – and continue 
to receive – from the local 
front lines of this public 
health and safety crisis 
have targeted the necessary 

responses. But we can’t 
let up, not for one second, 
on the alarming threat 
of heroin, opioids, meth, 
synthetic substances, bath 
salts and other illegal drugs 
continuing to spread like 
a wildfire throughout our 
communities. The heroin 
and opioid crisis, especially, 
poses far too great a risk to 
spiral out of control, over-
whelming and destroying 
individual lives along with 
local systems of health care, 
law enforcement, criminal 
justice, and social services.

The 2017-2018 state 
budget includes nearly $215 
million in new funding to 
establish state-operated 
addiction treatment 
centers, enhance commu-
nity-based providers, and 
expand other programs 
and services, including law 
enforcement.

Last week, the Senate 
continued to act. We 
approved a comprehensive 
legislative package, which 
I co-sponsor as a task 
force member, to build on 
existing state-level laws, 
programs, and services 
enacted over the past 
several years to strengthen 
awareness and education, 

prevention, and treatment 
and recovery efforts.

However, it also places 
a particular emphasis on 
heroin traffickers and 
dealers. It includes, for 
example, legislation to 
allow law enforcement to 
charge a drug dealer with 
homicide, a class A-1 felony 
carrying a penalty of 15 
to 25 years in prison, if a 
person dies of an overdose 
of heroin or other opiate-
controlled substance sold 
by that dealer. The measure 
targets mid- to high-level 
drug suppliers who profit 
from heroin sales.

Awareness and educa-
tion, and prevention and 
treatment are fundamental 
responses. Tough laws and 
law enforcement are too, 
however, especially when it 
comes to heroin traffickers 
and dealers. I agree that we 
will not arrest our way out 
of this crisis, but we should 
not hesitate to throw the 
book at the pushers and 
suppliers of these deadly 
drugs.

Details on the entire 
legislative package are 
available on my Senate 
website, http://www.
omara.nysenate.gov.

Earlier this year, New 
York State Association 
of Counties (NYSAC) 
President William E. Cherry 
said, "As county leaders, we 
are entrusted with preserv-
ing the health and safety of 
our communities. It is our 
duty to do whatever we can 
to help break the cycles of 
addiction, overdose, and 
death that have taken hold 
in so many corners of this 
state."

What he said applies 
across the board, at every 
level of government and in 
every community. It is our 
duty to do whatever we can.
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‘A duty to combat heroin 
and opioid crisis’

Thanks to Colonial 
Days participants

To the Editor:
On behalf of the Painted 

Post Area Board of Trade I 
want to extend our gratitude 
to all who participated in the 
54th Annual Colonial Days 
celebration. Parade partici-
pants, corporate sponsors, 
vendors and crafters in the 
first-ever “Craft Walk”, fire 
fighters, local law enforce-
ment and EMT personnel 
were all crucial to the success 
of the event.

Colonial Days has gone 
through many changes over 
the years and change can 
be difficult. Numbers of 
volunteers have dwindled 
drastically. Schools, clubs 
and organizations have many 
other responsibilities and 
activities they are committed 
to. The bottom line is that 
we have to do a tremendous 
amount of work with very 
few people. Colonial Days 
is produced by literally just 
a handful of dedicated resi-
dents who work for months 
to make the four-day cel-
ebration occur. Their efforts 
this year brought about the 
addition of a diverse crafters 
and vendors section, a Civil 
War Reenactment Camp and 
Education Program, and a 
much-increased unit partici-
pation in the parade.

Special thanks to Graphic 
Solutions for their brand-
ing and printing expertise, 
Rosemary and Tom Magnu-
sen for the very difficult job 
of coordinating the parade, 
Mike Hann and American 
Porkers BBQ for a sold-
out chicken barbecue (the 
profits of which support 
next year’s parade), Joe and 
Tammy Carey of Carey’s 
Brew House, Rob Hart-
man and Hartman Electric, 
Mayor Ralph Foster and the 
Village of Painted Post, Rita 
McCarthy and the Town of 
Erwin, Myers RV Superstore 
of Bath, Corning Commu-
nity College, and the Board 
of Trade Colonial Days 
Committee including Eve 
Fisher, Jean Wise-Wicks, 
Chris VanZile, Maria Drake, 
Shari Gee Hugic and Kristen 
Ketchum.

We invite everyone to 
think about joining us next 
year for the 55th Colonial 
Days. It’s a wonderful home-
town tradition.

Robin Gaige

President, Painted Post Area 
Board of Trade

Paterson has support in 
2nd Ward

To the Editor:
On Sunday, I read that 

Michele Beckman is not 
seeking reelection as 2nd 
Ward Councilman in 
November. She is rumored 
to be moving from Corning, 
despite denying any inten-
tion to do so when appointed 
only four months ago.

I also read that the Repub-
licans are searching for a 
replacement to challenge 
Kate Paterson.

The 2nd Ward special 
election is only taking place 
because Paterson and 
Beckman tied in 2016. The 
election would have been a 
run-off; that is, if the two-
time Republican appointee 
was sticking around. When 
one candidate in a run-off 
withdraws, the other – Pat-
erson – rightly wins. After 
all, Paterson’s qualifications 
aren’t at issue.

Republican Councilmen 
and the Mayor practically 
gushed with praise over 
Paterson’s qualifications 
before appointing Beck-
man on a party-line vote. 
But now, despite that praise 
and installing a short-term 
appointee, the Republicans 
want to shoehorn a new 
challenger into the race. And 
all this after Councilman 
Hunt threatened Council-
man Muccini with a 2017 
primary challenge if he 
wouldn’t change his January 
abstention into a February 
vote for Beckman. (Inciden-
tally, he did change his vote, 
but it looks like the Repub-
licans are going to primary 
him anyway).

The Republicans’ actions 
exhibit a total lack of shame. 
Do Nick Weinstein and the 
Republican Committee think 
the 2nd Ward seat is a play-
thing for them to toy with?

Do they think themselves 
beyond reproach because of 
their connections to Con-
gressman Reed? If so, then I 
think its time that Corning’s 
voters remind them that 
we, Corning’s permanent 
residents, are the ultimate 
authority in the 2nd, and 
every other, Ward.

I believe Kate Paterson’s 
unwavering commitment to 
serving our City will guide 
her to victory in November. 
Whether the Republicans 
choose decency over deceit 
by not challenging her is 
their choice. Holding them 
responsible for that choice is 
ours.

Tim Hayden
Corning
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 Crystal Cinemas 8           

Wonder Woman 3D (PG13)
[11:50, 3:00] 6:30, 9:30

Car 3 (G) - [11:45, 2:10] 7:00
Car 3 in 3D (G) - 4:35, 9:30

The Mummy (PG13)
[11:45, 2:10] 4:35, 7:05, 9:30

47 Meters Down (PG13)
[12:30, 2:45] 5:00, 7:15, 9:30

Pirates of the Caribbean: 
Dead Men Tell No Tales (PG13)

[1:00] 4:00, 6:45, 9:30
Captain Underpants (PG)
[11:45, 2:00] 6:30, 8:45

Captain Underpants 3D (PG) - 4:15
It Comes At Night (R) - 4:20, 9:30

Guardians of the Galaxy: Vol. 2 
(PG13) - [1:15] 6:35

Rough Night (R)
[11:45, 2:10] 4:35, 7:05, 9:25

NOW SHOWING:

Painted Post, Exit 49 Off I-86
607-937-5008 • www.crystalcinemas8.com

Matinees: Fri. 6/16 - Wed. 6/21
Eves: Fri. 6/16 - Wed. 6/21

EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS 

Call 936-4328
Ext. 299

TUNE UP

$89.95
Pre-Season Tune Up

SPECIAL

Expires: 7/15/17

TO SCHEDULE YOUR AIR CONDITIONING

Your Pre-Season Tune Up Includes:
• Check Operating Pressures
• Check Voltage and Amperage to all Motors
• Check Air Temperature Drop Across Evaporator
• Check Evaporator Super Heat
• Check Pressure Switch Cut-out Settings
• Check Belt and Adjust Tension
• Check All Wiring and Connection
• Clean Condenser Coils
• Check Air Temperature across Condenser
• Check that Condensate Drain is Open
• Check for Adequate Refrigerant Charge 
   and Possible Leaks

CLIP THIS 
AD AND 

SAVE 
$10.00

(Add additional checks for 1/2 price).

50# Black Oil
Sunflower Seed

  Only $1999 + tax

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison • 607-359-2424

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite 
Movie Theatre since 2013 

Show Schedule for Fri. 6/16 thru Thurs. 6/22
*****NOW ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS*****

17 W. Market Street (In Corning’s Gaffer District) • MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com for details & skip the line wait!!

CARS 3
(Owen Wilson, Cristela Alonzo,Chris Cooper) G (1hr 49 Min)

Fri.      6/16         3:30, 6:30, 9:00
Sat.     6/17          3:30, 6:30, 9:00
Sun.   6/18        3:30, 6:30
Mon.  6/19        3:30, 6:30
Tues.  6/20                         *Closed
Wed. & Thurs.          3:30, 6:30

Rated PG-13   (1 HR 50 Min)
THE MUMMY

Fri.      6/16        3:15, 6:15, 8:30
Sat.     6/17         3:15, 6:15, 8:30
Sun.   6/18        3:15, 6:15
Mon.  6/19        3:15, 6:15 
Tues.  6/20                         *Closed
Wed. & Thurs.         3:15, 6:15
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