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COMMENTARY | STATE SEN. TOM O’MARA, R-BIG FLATS

Domestic violence demands raising awareness

onsider the follow-
‘ ing facts from the

New York State
Office for the Preven-
tion of Domestic Violence
(OPDV): there are more
than 400,000 domestic
violence incidents in New
York State each year.

Read that again: more
than 400,000 domes-
tic violence incidents
annually.

Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
throughout October tries
to raise awareness of this
and many other facts, as
well as to let the victims
of this violence know that
there are places to turn
for help.

Several years ago, a
prominent national study
reported this finding:
60% of Americans know
a victim of domestic
violence or sexual assault.
Sixty percent. That was
just one of the numerous,
disturbing findings from
a study released as part

of anationwide public
awareness campaign
commissioned by NO
MORE (nomore.org), an
organization continuing
its work today. According
to NO MORE:

e 1in 3 women and 1in
4 men experience vio-
lence from their partners
in their lifetimes;

e 1in 3 teens experi-
ence sexual or physical
abuse or threats from a
boyfriend or girlfriend in
one year;

¢ 1in 5 women are sur-
vivors of rape;

¢ 1in2 women and 1in
5 men have experienced
some form of sexual vio-
lence in their lives; and

e 1in 4 women and 1
in 6 men were sexually
abused before the age of
18.

The NO MORE cam-
paign has brought
together concerned
advocates, community
and corporate lead-
ers, and celebrities and

athletes in a renewed
effort to combat domestic
violence.

In New York State,
we also keep trying to
strengthen our laws. In
2017, for example, the
Senate approved legisla-
tion (S4311) that would
provide expanded pro-
tections to employees of
domestic violence shel-
ters or those seeking their
services by strengthening
penalties for assaults at
shelters.

The Senate also
approved, for the seventh
consecutive year, legisla-
tion (S1107) I co-sponsor
to enact the “Domestic
Violence Protection Act,”
also known as “Brittany’s
Law.” This measure,
which deserves action by
the state Assembly lead-
ership, would increase
the safety and aware-
ness of communities
by increasing access to
information about con-
victed violent felons.

The legislation calls for
the creation of a publicly
accessible registry of all
individuals convicted
of a violent felony and
allow local law enforce-
ment to keep track of
their location. Brittany’s
Law is named in memory
of 12-year-old Brittany
Passalacqua, who was
brutally murdered along
with her mother, Helen
Buchel, at their home in
Geneva, Ontario County,
in 2009. The killer, John
Edward Brown, was a
paroled domestic violent
offender at the time of
the murder. Brittany’s
mother had begun dating
Brown without know-
ing that he was arecent
parolee after being incar-
cerated six years earlier
for violently assaulting
his infant daughter.

In addition, we
keep trying to raise
public awareness. For
example, all New York-
ers are encouraged to

participate in the annual
“Shine the Light on
Domestic Violence”
campaign, coordinated
by the OPDV), by wear-
ing purple on Thursday,
October 19.

You can read more
about the Shine the
Light campaign, which is
ongoing throughout the
month of October, on the
OPDV website: http://
www.opdv.ny.gov/,
where additional, com-
prehensive information is
available highlighting:

¢ New York State’s
toll-free hotline where
victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault
can seek help 24 hours
aday by calling 1-800-
042-6906; and

¢ anumber of statewide
programs that provide
direct services to victims
of domestic violence and
sexual assault, including
counseling and emer-
gency shelter for victims
and their children.

Also, remember the
Sexual Assault Resource
Center (SARC) that
serves the Southern Tier
and operates the fol-
lowing toll-free hotline:
1-888-810-00093.

As a former district
attorney, I can tell you
that domestic violence
has always been and
continues to be one of
law enforcement’s most
difficult challenges. The
same goes for govern-
mental efforts to fight
against it - to take any
and all of the steps we can
to prevent it, and to do
anything and everything
we can to protect victims
and help them reclaim
their lives.

By toughening our laws
and continuing to raise
public awareness, we can
strengthen prevention,
help protect the victims
of domestic violence, and
bring the perpetrators
of this terrible crime to
justice.
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Boland has my
support

To the Editor,

It is great to see Bill
Boland running for
Mayor. He has a positive
approach and the experi-
ence to take over when
Mayor Rich Negriretires
at the end of the year.

Mayor Negri has done
an excellent job bringing
professionalism to the
City Council. Although
Bill Bolandis a Democrat,
Mayor Negri appointed
him as his Deputy Mayor
four years in arow. Rich
Negri and Bill Boland are
non-partisan. They focus

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite
Movie Theatre since 2013

Show Schedule for Fri. 10/6 thru Thurs. 10/12

BLADERUNNER 2049

(Harrison Ford, Ryan Gosling, Ana de Armas) Rated R (2 HRS 43 Min)

Fri.10/6
Sat.10/7
Sun.10/8
Mon. 10/9
Tues. 10/10
Wed. &Thurs.

THE LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE
(Jackie Chan, Dave Franco, Fred Armisen)  Rated PG (1 HR 41 Min)

6:15,9:30
3:00, 6:15,9:30
3:00, 6:15
6:15

Closed

6:15

Fri.10/6

Sat. 10/7
Sun.10/8
Mon. 10/9
Tues. 10/10
Wed. & Thurs.

6:30, 8:45
3:30, 6:30, 8:45
3:30, 6:30
6:30

Closed

6:30

17 W. Market Street (In Corning’s Gaffer District)
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com
for details & skip the line wait!!

on what is best for the
taxpayer and promote
teamwork. Mayor Negri
and Deputy Mayor Boland
have built a cooperative
atmosphere among mem-
bers of the City Council
and outside agencies

like the Gaffer District,
Arbor Housing, and Three
Rivers Development.

As the Deputy Mayor,
Bill has done an excel-
lent job leading the City’s
housing strategy. All of
our neighborhoods have
a few blighted houses.
These rundown proper-
ties hurt our property
values andreduce our
quality of life. It will take

Crystal Cinemas 8

inees: Sat. 10/6- Mon. 10/9 & Wed. 10/11
Eves: Fri.10/6 - Wed. 10/11

Open Monday - All Showtimes

The LEGO Ninjago Movie (PG)
[12:00, 2:20] 4:40, 7:00
Blade Runner 2049 (R)
[12:30] 7:30, 9:20
Blade Runner 2049 3D (R) - 4:00
The Mountain Between Us (PG13)
[1:45] 4:20, 7:00, 9:30
mother! (R) - [1:30] 6:55
American Assassin (R) - 4:20, 9:30
Flatliners (PG13)

[2:00] 4:30, 7:00, 9:30
Kingsman: The Golden Circle (R)
[12:30, 3:30] 6:30, 9:30
IT (R) - [1:15] 4:00, 6:45, 9:30
Battle of the Sexes (PG13)
[1:30] 4:10, 6:50, 9:30

Painted Post, Exit 49 0ff I-86
607-937-5008 » www.crystalcinemas8.com
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time to clean up these
houses, but Bill is lead-
ing an innovative effort
between the City, Arbor
Housing, and Three
Rivers Development. It is
these types of creative
approaches we need to
move forward.

I am a Republican, but I
don’t just vote party line.
Ilook for the best candi-
date. We need someone
whocan continue the
tremendous progress
the City of Corning is
experiencing. Bill has
the experience, creative
ideas, and ability to work
with people to continue
this momentum. Please
join me in voting for Bill
Boland to be our Mayor.

Steve Castner
Corning

Mayor race has
three candidates

To the Editor,

Rick Davis (The Leader,
October 1st) doesn’t
realize that there are
three candidates for
Mayor of Corning. That
is possibly because the
announcement of the
official launch of my
campaign was ignored
by two newspapers, two
radio stations and one TV
station. Many thanks to
WETM for showing up.

A number of Corn-
ing citizens that I have
spoken to expressed simi-
lar concerns about the

high taxes we pay. Taxes
may be “a major concern”
for Mr. Weinstein, but it
seems he did not offer a
solution.

I have several solu-
tions to suggest. The
first is to greatly reduce
the need for tax revenue.
Working on the prin-
cipal of a penny saved
is a penny earned, the
obvious place to start
isreducing expendi-
ture and consumption.
This can be done by
increasing efficiency
(doing more with less)
and eliminating waste.
Paradoxically, waste can
also be used to generate
income for the city. And
provide opportunities
for self-employment,
co-operatives and
micro-businesses.

The City by itself
cannot make solutions
happen, nor can it impose
solutions on the citi-
zens. There needs to be
greatly improved two-
way communication and
collaboration between the
city and the citizens. Thee
also needs to be consider-
able education about why
costs are what they are.

My chief concern is the
environment, an area Mr
Boland admits to being
ignorant of. I do not know
about Mr Weinstein’s
level of knowledge,
but I do know how his
employer thinks.  have
spent the past seven
years informing myself

about the adverse effects
of human activity on the
natural world, as well as
the many possible paths
torecovery. The good
news is that biology is
much cheaper than tech-
nology, and that what is
good for the environment
is also good for people.

Elizabeth Whitehouse
Candidate for Corning
Mayor

Shooters need
proper instruction

To the Editor,

In your Friday, October
6,2017 edition is anice
story about Boy Scouts and
shooting opportunities.

One would hope that
activity includes proper
instruction. The photo on
page A8 shows a boy using
ascoped rifle with aright -
handed grip, but the stock is
against his left shoulder and
against his left cheek.

T hope someone realizes
this is not the proper posi-
tion for either aright- or
left-handed shooter.

D. Randy Weidner
Bath

Number of Weinstein
tickets shocking

Letter to the Editor,

I was surprised to read
the Leader’s account
of mayoral candidate

SCHEDULE YOUR HEAT CHECK OR TUNE UP

Ext. 29

GAG $

Comfort Is Our Business

Corning Applianoce Corp.
Service, Heating, Cooling, Fire Place, Water

Call 936-4328

EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS

1/2 PRIGE witH any

OTHER CHECK SERVICE (ie FIREPLACES).
OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/17.

GALL TODAY!

Your Pre-Season Tune Up Includes:
e Check Pilot & Ignition System
e Check Thermostat or Primary Controller
e Check Secondary Controller ® Check Motors & Bearings
e Check Belts, Couplers, Filters
e Check Condition of Wiring
e Check Condition of Vent Pipe & Gas Pipe
e Check Flu Gas Analysis
e Check Reading of Chimney Draft
e Check Amp Draw of Motor ¢ Check Manifold Pressure Reading

e Check Input Rating Plate Timed CF/HR

plus tax

Nick Weinstein’s car
being towed for multiple
unpaid parking tickets.
Being that he is one of
Tom Reed’s staffers, the
sense of entitlement and
disregard for authority
wasn’t what surprised
me. Instead, it was the
sheer number of tickets,
34 in 2 plus years, and his
transactional mindset
that was shocking.

Weinstein appears to
believe that breaking the
rules is “no biggie” as long
as you can pay the cost
of the ticket. Here’s the
problem with that think-
ing - those rules serve a
more important purpose
than bringing in revenue.
The parking regulations
ensure that Corning’s
visitors and residents
can access Market Street
quickly and easily.

Each one of those 34
tickets represents at least
one inconvenienced tour-
ist or a family forced to
waste 10 minutes by cir-
cling to look for a parking
spot. Those experiences
create an impression that
can be the difference
between a customer’s
return to Market Street
and taking their business
elsewhere.

And while paying his
tickets may provide the
City with a pittance of
revenue, businesses on
Market Street may have
lost sales, and may con-
tinue to be losing sales,
because of Weinstein’s
parking penchant.

We all make mistakes
and get a ticket once in a
while. But by racking up
34 tickets, Weinstein has
indicated that he thinks
his business is more
important than Market
Street’s business. That
kind of self-interest is the
exact opposite of what
we demand from our
public servants. Corning
deserves better.

Anne Galbraith
Corning

50# Black Oil
Sunflower Seed

Only $ | 899 + tax

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison ¢ 607-359-2424
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Answer :

TOMATO
ZIPPER
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SCARCE

When the elephant developed a
skin problem, they brought in a —

“PACHYDERMATOLOGIST”




