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N ow that our 
calendars have 
turned to autumn, 

we can use the start of a 
new season to turn atten-
tion to one of New York 
government’s constant 
responsibilities: working 
to maintain agriculture as 
a foundation of this state’s 
culture and economy.

I’ve said it many, many 
times, but it’s never a tired 
refrain: This state — and 
our own Southern Tier and 
Finger Lakes regions — will 
only be as strong as our 
farmers and the dynamic 
industry they sustain. We 
can and do take great pride 
in a nationally renowned 
lineup of agricultural prod-
ucts. But we can never take 
it for granted.

We have to keep taking 
steps to help keep farmers 
competitive for the next 
generation.

That was the overrid-
ing goal of last week’s first 
meeting of the state’s newly 
established “Industrial 
Hemp Working Group” (a 
group created, by the way, 
as the result of a new law I 
sponsored this year). I’m 
grateful to be a member of 
the group, which is work-
ing to secure an economic 
foothold for state farmers 
in the nation’s burgeoning 
industrial hemp industry. 
Hemp products gener-
ated nearly $600 million 
in U.S. sales in 2015 and we 
believe it could ultimately a 

$1-billion-a-year industry 
right here in New York.

New state laws and 
policies, and ongoing state 
investments, have con-
tinued to strengthen the 
foundation we’ve built over 
the past several years to 
place New York farmers 
and agribusinesses at the 
industry’s forefront. State 
investments are assisting 
the planting of industrial 
hemp on nearly 2,000 acres 
for research purposes, 
expanding industrial hemp 
production in New York 
nearly 6,000% from 30 
acres in 2016.

In short, we are moving 
forward to ensure that the 
development and growth of 
the industrial hemp indus-
try will provide valuable 
new economic opportuni-
ties and a competitive edge 
for farmers and agribusi-
nesses, generate revenue, 
and create jobs.

One step we all can take is 
to get out and about this fall 
when local farmers’ markets 
are overflowing with high 
quality, New York-grown 
offerings. 

The state Department of 
Ag and Markets offers an 
online, interactive map to 
help locate one near you: 
http://www.agmkt.state.
ny.us/AP/Community-
FarmersMarkets.asp.

According to the New 
York Apple Association 
[www.nyapplecountry.
com, a website providing a 

comprehensive list of area 
orchards and other apple-
related retailers], this year’s 
crop harvest forecast is for 
28 million cartons, or 1.1 bil-
lion pounds.

Of course it’s always an 
active time across Finger 
Lakes wine country, with 
the grape harvest underway 
and celebrated with numer-
ous festivals and events 
(stay updated on finger-
lakeswinecountry.com). 
Same goes for craft brewers 
(fingerlakesbeertrail.com), 
cideries, and distillers. And 
never forget Finger Lakes 
cheese producers (flcheese-
trail.com).

Agriculture-related 
opportunities abound 
across the region during 
September and October. 
Nevertheless, as I noted 
earlier, it takes even more 
than consumer awareness.

For example, since my 
Senate colleagues and I 
unveiled a “Grown in New 
York” agenda several years 
ago, we’ve consistently 
taken steps in pursuit of a 
strong agricultural devel-
opment strategy already 
producing achievements 
from creating new markets 
to recognizing emerging 
technologies, to addressing 
tax and regulatory burdens. 

One important addi-
tion to the state’s efforts is 
“New York State Grown & 
Certified.”

 It’s billed as the “first 
statewide, multi-faceted 

food certification program 
designed to strengthen 
consumer confidence in 
New York products, address
food product labeling, and 
assist New York farmers so 
they can take advantage of 
the growing market demand 
for foods locally grown 
and produced to a higher 
standard.” Find out more at 
https://certified.ny.gov/.

In short, agriculture is 
an industry that earns and 
deserves its accolades. 
New York farmers are the 
source of the freshest food 
for New York consumers at 
a time of ever-increasing 
demand for locally grown 
products. Farmers are the 
first stewards of the land. 
They provide thousands of 
livelihoods and anchor so 
many communities in so 
many ways.

For all of that, it’s 
an industry constantly 
challenged from many com-
petitive corners.

The Senate’s “Grown 
in New York” strategy 
started from a single fact: 
the success of New York’s 
$5.2-billion agriculture 
sector begins and ends with 
the success of New York’s 
36,000 farm families. 
These farm families and the 
industry they anchor will 
only flourish with a steadily 
applied legislative com-
mitment to protect against 
taxing, regulating, and pric-
ing them out of business.
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Kudos to 
hospital staff

Our entire family would 
like to acknowledge Ira 
Davenport Memorial 
Hospital - Arnot Ogden 
for their care and compas-
sion during the recent loss 
of our Mother. From the 
E/R staff, to admissions, 
doctors, housekeeping, 
dietary, and especially 
the nursing and support 
management staff, our 
Mom was treated with 
exceptional care, gentle-
ness, and dignity; and our 
family was treated with 
kindness and respect. We 
will be forever grateful 
to them for making her 
loss a little easier. This 
hospital has gotten a bad 
rap over the years and 
we’ve even heard rumors 
of their closing, but they 
have obviously worked 
hard to become a vital 
and important part of this 
community. Kudos to 
them!

Diane M. Austin Banik
Bath

King an asset
to Corning

Chuck King is a great 
asset to the City of Corn-
ing Parks and Recreation 
department.

I live near Denison 
Park and have witnessed 
improvements in the park 
since 2013. As a member 
of the local disc golf club, I 
am especially grateful for 
his efforts to improve the 
disc golf course. Under his 

watch, the disc golf club 
has raised several thou-
sand dollars to fund and 
install multiple upgrades. 
A large new information 
kiosk with a beautiful 
park map was installed 
beside Hole 1 at the corner 
of Relihan Blvd and E 
2nd Street. Four tee pads 
were upgraded from grass 
to concrete while two 
concrete tee pads were 
relocated. New sign posts 
and signs were installed at 
each of the 18 tee pads to 
improve course naviga-
tion and awareness of the 
rules for playing safely. 
Trees were planted to 
replace those lost to 
disease, maintaining the 
beauty of the park and 
the challenging nature of 
the disc golf course, and a 
picnic bench was relo-
cated near the first tee to 
provide a gathering place 
for players.

These upgrades have 
greatly increased the 
number of people enjoy-
ing the sport of disc golf in 
Denison Park, especially 
new players coming the 
park to try disc golf for the 
first time and having great 
fun. Also, positive online 
reviews lead travelers to 
stop in Corning to play 
disc golf and spend money 
at local establishments. 
The entire city benefits 
from Chuck’s leadership 
in improving recreational 
opportunities in the fine 
City of Corning. Thank 
you Chuck!

Daniel Ragland
Corning
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Test Fire Facility 
Now Available

Call Seneca Gun Sports at (607) 243-7243
or stop in for information

Not sure if you’ll like the recoil of a handgun
or rifle you’re considering?
Now  experience the feel of firing a firearm 
prior to purchase.

SCHEDULE YOUR HEAT CHECK OR TUNE UP

EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS 

CCall 936-4328
Ext. 299

Your Pre-Season Tune Up Includes:
• Check Pilot & Ignition System

• Check Thermostat or Primary Controller
• Check Secondary Controller • Check Motors & Bearings

• Check Belts, Couplers, Filters
• Check Condition of Wiring

• Check Condition of Vent Pipe & Gas Pipe
• Check Flu Gas Analysis

• Check Reading of Chimney Draft
• Check Amp Draw of Motor • Check Manifold Pressure Reading

• Check Input Rating Plate Timed CF/HR

$89.95
plus tax

CALL TODAY!

WITH AN1/2 PRICE Y
OTHER CHECK SERVICE (ie FIREPLACES).

OFFER EXPIRES /1 .

 Crystal Cinemas 8           

NOW SHOWING:

Painted Post, Exit 49 Off I-86
607-937-5008 • www.crystalcinemas8.com

Matinees: Sat. 9/22- Sun. 9/24 & Wed. 9/27 
Eves: Fri. 9/22 - Wed. 9/27

Kingsman: The Golden Circle (R) 
[12:30, 3:30] 6:30, 9:30

The LEGO Ninjago Movie (PG) 
[12:00, 2:20] 7:05

The LEGO Ninjago Movie 3D 
(PG) - 4:40, 9:30

IT (R) - [1:15] 4:00, 6:45, 9:30
Wind River (R) - 7:05, 9:30

Leap (PG) - [12:20, 2:30] 4:45
The Hitman’s Bodyguard (R) 

[1:30] 4:15, 7:00, 9:30
Friend Request (R) 

[12:30, 2:45] 5:00, 7:15, 9:25
Home Again (PG13) 

[2:45] 5:00, 7:15, 9:30
American Assassin (R)
[1:45] 4:20, 7:00, 9:30

KINGSMAN: THE GOLDEN CIRCLE
(Taron Egerton, Colin Firth, Mark Strong) Rated R (2 HRS 21 Min)

Classic Series: 1952
(Humphrey Bogart, Katharine Hepburn) Rated PG (1 HRS 45 Min)
THE AFRICAN QUEEN

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite 
Movie Theatre since 2013 

Show Schedule for Fri. 9/22 thru Thurs. 9/28
*****NOW ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS*****

17 W. Market Street (In Corning’s Gaffer District) • MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com for details & skip the line wait!!

THE LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE
(Jackie Chan, Dave Franco, Fred Armisen) Rated PG (1 HR 41 Min)
Fri. 9/22  6:30, 8:45 
Sat. 9/23  3:30, 6:30, 8:45 
Sun. 9/24  3:30,  6:30
Mon. 9/25  6:30
Tues. 9/26  Classic Series
Wed. & Thurs.  6:30

Fri. 9/22  6:15, 9:15
Sat. 9/23  3:15, 6:15, 9:15 
Sun. 9/24  3:15, 6:15
Mon. 9/25  6:15
Tues. 9/26  Classic Series
Wed. & Thurs.  6:15

Tues. 9/26         Doors Open at 6:30         Movie7:00

50# Black Oil
Sunflower Seed

  Only $1899 + tax

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison • 607-359-2424


