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Water infrastructure
rises as urgent challenge

ccording to a state
comptroller’s
report released

early last week, atleast
$40 billion will be needed for
water quality andsewer infra-
structure repairs across New
York over the next 20 years.
The comptroller said,
““Many drinking water
systems in New York are over
100 years old and operating
far beyond theiruseful life.
Toomany places are deal-
ing with water main breaks,
leaks, contaminated drinking
water and other problemsthat
canresult in public health
threats, property damage or
inconvenience for residents
and businesses. New York

TOM O’MARA

and Finger Lakes regions, and
statewide, undertake critical
water infrastructure projects.
This ongoing state assis-
tanceis proving successful in
helping municipalities com-
plete vital projects, including
sewer andpipeline repairs.
We're hopeful that it can
represent along-term model
for how the state-local part-

reporting, and remedia-
tionrequirements. In other
words, this is going to be

an evolving, ongoing and
long-standing commitment.
Webelieve itrepresented the
most critical foundation on
which to build future actions.

These future actions are
clearly among the top priori-
tiesin2017. The governor is
proposing $2 billion be
allocated in thenew state
budget for clean water
infrastructure.

The Senate first unveiled
these recommendations
aspart of a Senate report
released at the beginning of
the year, “Water Quality and
Contamination.” According
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To the Editor, First, the six-legged first, almost exclusively mier social occasion for cation for nearly 150 agoin1900; each alone,

I'write to correct some
statements that appeared
in Oak Duke’s Outdoor
column of Feb. 5, 2017, in
The Leader.

While I applaud Mr.
Duke’s drawing attention

stage of a Black-legged
Tick is the larval, not
nymphal stage. Nymphal
and adult ticks, that may
feed on humans, have
eight legs.

Secondly, these ticks
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onrodents and birds, not
on all the animals listed by
Mr. Duke.

Larvae then drop off,
change to nymphs (the
size of sesame seeds), and
over-winter. In spring,
nymphs feed again on that
wider variety of animals,
and drop off.

They feed a third time as
adults, again on the wide
variety of animals, usually
in summer or fall, before
mating and laying more
eggs. So humans are at risk
for disease in spring from
nymphs and in summer/
fall from adult ticks.

It is also important to
note that Lyme Disease,
while significant, is only
one of several illnesses
transmitted by ticks,
some of which are even
more serious for humans.
Anyone who finds an
attached, not crawl-
ing, tick on themselves
is advised to contact a
physician.

Donald R. Weidner, MD FAAFP
Bath

Thanks for making
Blue Moon
Ball a success

To the Editor,
The Blue Moon Ball
gala and auction was

over 370 guests from the
greater Elmira-Corning
area. The Blue Moon Ball
is the Corning Children’s
Center’s largest fund-
raising endeavor and we
are pleased to announce
that we met our goal once
again.

Corning Children’s
Center is grateful for the
incredible community
support we receive from
arearestaurants, busi-
nesses, volunteers and
guests who continue to
make this fundraiser such
asuccess. All of the funds
raised go right back to
Corning Children’s Center
towards expenses like
enrichment programming,
staff training and financial
assistance to families who
otherwise would not be
able to afford the cost of
care - impacting children
and families in our com-
munity in very positive
ways. Corning Children’s
Center is open to the
public and is proud to have
been serving children and
families in our community
since 1980.

It truly does, ‘take a vil-
lage’ to make Blue Moon
Ball areality every year.
We are fortunate that so
many of you understand
and value the impor-
tance of high quality early
childhood education. On
behalf of the Corning’s

families each year in our
community. Your contri-
butions make a very real
difference.

Meghan Parson
Development Director
Corning Children’s Center

Proud to be
an American

To the Editor,

To Ms. Elizabeth White-
house, who has stated in
the Letters in The Leader
(Feb. 12, 2017) that she will
be running for Mayor of
Corning; I suggest that she
run back to England.

Over the years, I save
unusual news articles. In
reviewing one of my old
Letters to the Editor in
The Leader - dated July
6, 2012, Ms. Whitehouse
penned the letter “Proud
not to be an American.”

Therefore, now some
five years later, in place
of running for mayor
of Corning, NY, USA; I
strongly suggest that she
give up her dual citizen-
ship and return to where
she would be proud.

Actually, althoughI
am not wealthy and am
85 years old, I would be
willing to bear to the
$2,000 plane fare back to
England.

I'm sure the present

to seek out the freedom of
America. They met here
and lived here, and died
here.

They never went back,
even to visit!

They went to church,
they always voted, they
always went to their chil-
dren’s school activities.
They used to say, “Amer-
ica the Beautiful”, which
you canread on my little
yellow, “tour bus.”

They raised five sons,
of which three served
their beautiful country in
WWII; one unable to pass
the physical requirements,
later in life he sent sent his
son to West Point Acad-
emy to serve his country;
and I being the last and
youngest, served my
country in the Far East in
1954-56.

And lastly, one of my
sons served his country
in the US Army from high
schoolin1980-2011.

So, Ms. Whitehouse, not
only do I suggest; Irecom-
mend that you give up all
ties to America the Beauti-
ful. Go back to that mess
in England, as my man,
President Trump would
state; but stay away from
the White House.

Proud to be an American.

Anthony J. Savino
Painted Post



