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SENATOR HOYLMAN HONORS THE EARTH SCHOOL’S “KIDS 4 
LGBT RIGHTS NOW” ON THEIR SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN TO 

PROMOTE LGBT HISTORY EDUCATION 

 
Hoylman: “We know that the only way to combat bigotry and hatred like the kind we saw on full 

display in Orlando is through education and understanding. Kids 4 LGBT Rights Now, by 
increasing awareness about LGBT history, have played a part in changing the course of LGBT 

history.” 
 
NEW YORK – State Senator Brad Hoylman (D-Manhattan), the only openly-LGBT 
member of the New York State Senate, honored a group of fourth- and fifth-graders at 
The Earth School today in recognition of their successful campaign urging BrainPOP -- 
an education company that supplies educational materials to students nationwide -- to 
include LGBT history lessons in their curriculum. 
 
After being assigned a report on civil rights the students at the Earth School, located in 
Manhattan’s East Village, found that BrainPOP lacked any information on the history of 
the LGBT rights movement. In response the students formed a group called Kids 4 
LGBT Rights Now and began a successful letter writing and social media campaign to 
get BrainPOP to include LGBT history lessons among their offerings, including topics 
such as Harvey Milk, Bayard Rustin, and the 1969 rebellion at New York City’s 
Stonewall Inn. In recognition of their overwhelming success Senator Hoylman attended 
the Earth School’s graduation and presented the students as well as their teachers and 



principal with an official Senate proclamation declaring today Kids 4 LGBT Rights Now 
Appreciation Day. 
 
State Senator Brad Hoylman said: “As the only openly LGBT member of the New York 
State Senate and a parent of an elementary school student myself, I couldn’t be more 
proud to honor the students of Kids 4 LGBT Rights Now as well as their teachers Colin 
Schumacher and Carol Fitzgerald and principal Abbe Futterman. We know from 
experience that the only way to combat bigotry and hatred like the kind we saw on full 
display in Orlando is through education and understanding. The young people who 
use BrainPOP across the country will now have an opportunity to study the important 
work of the LGBT rights movement and will learn crucial lessons about tolerance and 
acceptance. Kids 4 LGBT Rights Now, by increasing awareness about LGBT history, 
have played a part in changing the course of LGBT history.” 
 
A full copy of the proclamation can be found below: 
 

HONORING “KIDS 4 LGBT RIGHTS NOW” AT 
THE EARTH SCHOOL FOR THEIR SUCCESSFUL ADVOCACY TO 

PROMOTE LGBT HISTORY EDUCATION 
 
WHEREAS, KIDS 4 LGBT RIGHTS NOW WAS FOUNDED BY A COURAGEOUS AND 

THOUGHTFUL GROUP OF FOURTH- AND FIFTH-GRADE STUDENTS UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF 

TEACHERS COLIN SCHUMACHER AND CAROL FITZGERALD AND PRINCIPAL ABBE FUTTERMAN 

AT THE EARTH SCHOOL, LOCATED IN MANHATTAN’S EAST VILLAGE AND IN THE 27TH SENATE 

DISTRICT; AND 
 

WHEREAS, KIDS 4 LGBT RIGHTS NOW WAS FORMED AFTER STUDENTS LEARNED THAT 

BRAINPOP, AN EDUCATIONAL WEBSITE USED TO SUPPLEMENT CLASSROOM LEARNING, LACKED 

MATERIAL DETAILING THE STORIED HISTORY OF LGBT RIGHTS, WHILE INCLUDING VIDEOS ON 

OTHER AMERICAN RIGHTS MOVEMENTS; AND 
 

WHEREAS, KIDS 4 LGBT RIGHTS NOW WROTE A LETTER TO BRAINPOP URGING THEM TO 

INCLUDE LGBT HISTORY LESSONS AMONG THEIR OFFERINGS, CITING SUGGESTIONS FOR TOPICS 

SUCH AS HARVEY MILK, BAYARD RUSTIN, AND THE 1969 REBELLION AT NEW YORK CITY’S 

STONEWALL INN; AND 
 

WHEREAS, KIDS 4 LGBT RIGHTS NOW STRATEGICALLY USED VIDEOS, A WEBSITE, SOCIAL 

MEDIA, AND DIRECT ADVOCACY TO RALLY THE COMMUNITY AND ELECTED OFFICIALS BEHIND 

THEIR CAUSE; AND 
 

WHEREAS, KIDS 4 LGBT RIGHTS NOW HAS NOW RECEIVED CONFIRMATION FROM 

BRAINPOP THAT THE EDUCATIONAL SERVICE HAS HEARD THEIR MESSAGE AND WILL PUBLISH 

AN LGBT HISTORY TOPIC ON ITS SITE FOR THE FIRST TIME; AND 



 

WHEREAS, AS A RESULT OF THESE COMMITTED STUDENTS’ EFFORTS, YOUNG PEOPLE WHO USE 

BRAINPOP ACROSS THE COUNTRY WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY THE IMPORTANT 

WORK OF THE LGBT RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND WILL LEARN CRUCIAL LESSONS ABOUT 

TOLERANCE AND ACCEPTANCE; THEREFORE BE IT  
 

RESOLVED, THAT I, NEW YORK STATE SENATOR BRAD HOYLMAN, RECOGNIZE THAT IN 

KIDS 4 LGBT RIGHTS NOW, WE HAVE A GROUP OF STUDENTS WORTHY OF OUR HIGHEST 

RESPECT AND ESTEEM; AND BE IT FURTHER 
 

RESOLVED, THAT I, NEW YORK STATE SENATOR BRAD HOYLMAN, DECLARE 
JUNE 23, 2016 TO BE KIDS 4 LGBT RIGHTS NOW APPRECIATION DAY IN NEW YORK STATE’S 

27TH SENATE DISTRICT. 
 

                                                                                        DATED: JUNE 23, 2016 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HAVE HEREUNTO 

SET MY HAND AND SIGNATURE 
 
 

__________________________ 
               BRAD HOYLMAN 

                                                                     NEW YORK STATE SENATE, 27TH DISTRICT 
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